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Centre for the Moving Image 
The Centre for the Moving Image (CMI) is aiming to transform people’s lives 
through film – through watching, understanding and making.  

The CMI currently incorporates the world’s longest continually running film 
festival, Edinburgh International Film Festival, Scotland’s leading independent 
cinema, Filmhouse, Filmhouse Café Bar, and the Belmont Filmhouse in Aberdeen. 

Each year the CMI attracts almost 300,000 people to see films in its cinemas 
and at EIFF, screens more films than any other cinema in Scotland (over 800 
programmes of films played at Filmhouse in 2016), presents the most diverse 
film programme in Aberdeen (over 400 separate films), and has more than 50 
countries represented each year across its screening programmes.

The CMI works with over 200 partner organisations in delivering screenings, 
events and activities, including working with DCA, Eden Court and Glasgow 
Film in delivering the Scottish Film Education Programme, and working with 
Hopscotch and Digicult in delivering the Scottish Film Talent Network.

The CMI has also delivered several major programmes over the last three 
years: the national film education programme, Understanding Cinema in 
partnership with the Cinematheque Francaise; the McLaren 2014 Programme, 
a Scotland wide programme of screenings, events, and animation workshops, 
delivered in partnership with the National Film Board of Canada; and three 
major UK-wide tours of film screenings, talks and events: Cinema of Childhood 
in 2014; Martin Scorsese Presents: Masterpieces of Polish Cinema in 2015; and 
Adapting Miss Highsmith in 2016. 

Belmont Filmhouse is a member of the Aberdeen Culture Network, Filmhouse 
is a founding member of Edinburgh Cultural Venues Group, and EIFF is a 
founding member of Festivals Edinburgh.  

The CMI is a registered charity, generating almost two thirds of its income 
through its trading activities (box office, café bar, sponsorship), with the rest 
coming from public funding and individual donations.

Chief Executive’s Report 
EIFF was born in 1947, alongside the Edinburgh International Festival and 
Festival Fringe, and against the backdrop of intense political change, severe 
economic austerity, and a nation trying to make sense of its own identity.

For 70 years, Edinburgh has been the world’s leading Festival City – providing 
a platform for great art and great artists – great films and great filmmakers. 
But above all, Edinburgh’s Festivals have provided a safe space for discussion, 
debate and dialogue – for audiences, artists and filmmakers alike.

For 70 years, EIFF has placed itself at the heart of discovering, debating and 
understanding the diversity of films and filmmakers from every corner of the 
planet. 

And for 70 years EIFF has tracked, mapped and shaped film’s evolution as an 
artform in its own right, and always as a collaboration of other artforms.

EIFF only happens because of the shared passion and belief of all our staff 
and partners – from public funders, to sponsors, to individual donors, to 
venues, to the press, and to sales agents, distributors and filmmakers. 
Thanks to each and every one of you. But above all, thanks to 
our audiences who continue to respond so positively and 
knowledgeably to the depth and breadth of Mark’s 
artistic programme.

Welcome to our review of the 71st 
Edinburgh International Film 
Festival.

Ken Hay 
CEO
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Artistic Director’s Report
Not only did the 71st edition of the Edinburgh International Film Festival see 
increased – and appreciative – audiences, but also there was a real sense of 
enjoyment and excitement about the films, guests and events that took place 
through the run of the Festival. Things got off to a healthy start the weekend 
before the main event as our annual series of outdoor screenings in St Andrew 
Square, Film Fest in the City, saw some 20,000 film fans enjoy a series of free 
screenings and get in the mood for the Festival to come.
 
Acclaimed new British film God’s Own Country (which also turned out to be the 
winner of the Festival’s Michael Powell Award for Best British Feature Film) 
was a triumphant Opening Night Gala, and set the tone and standard for the 
days to come. The Festival showcased 151 feature films and 167 shorts from 
46 countries, featuring 17 World Premieres, including the Closing Night Gala 
England is Mine, starring Jack Lowden.
 
Onstage events and talks with film talent included Kevin Bacon, Kyra Sedgwick, 
Stanley Tucci, Richard E Grant, and David Arnold, while other highlights included 
The The frontman Matt Johnson attending the UK Premiere of documentary 
The Inertia Variations; an appreciative young audience lapping up the animated 
delights of Pixar’s Cars 3 at the UK Premiere; Raiders of the Lost Ark presented 
with live orchestral score performed by the RSNO at the Usher Hall; well 
attended retrospective screenings peppered with great rarely seen films, and 
guests including Toby Jones, Kiki Sugino, Ana Ularu, Danny Huston, Trudie Styler 
and Sheila Hancock who spoke eloquently at screenings of their films.
 
As always, it is the rich diversity of both films and filmmakers – from dramas to 
documentaries, and from shorts to animation – that always continues to impress 
at Edinburgh. From first time filmmakers who have screened shorts at EIFF in 
the past or come via the talent workshops or veteran directors making return 
trips, the warm welcome that Edinburgh always offers highlights just why it is 
one of the most popular film festivals in the world.

Mark Adams 
EIFF Artistic Director
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300,000 enjoyed our city-wide photography exhibition

113 new features
46 countries represented

EIFF facts and 
figures

94% 

of attendees rated their 
experience at the Festival as 

very good or good

93% 

rated the quality of the Film 
Festival programme as very 

good or good

91% 

would recommend the 
Festival to friends or 

relatives

90% 

agreed that their visit 
to the Festival has given 
them the chance to see 

artists and performances 
that they otherwise would 

not get to see

80% 

consider the Festival a 
must-see event

71st edition

73,000 festival-goers

400 filmmaker guests
220 accredited  press
700 industry delegates

Premieres
17 World 
12 International
09 European
69 UK
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Our Audience
EIFF has seen its 6th successive year of increased attendance, welcoming 
festival-goers from all over the world, a variety of backgrounds and ages. Our 
programme reflects the world in all its diversity, and we endeavour to ensure 
our audiences are as diverse as the screenings and events we present. 

Edinburgh 

54%
Elsewhere 
in Scotland 

20%

Elsewehere 
 in UK  

Prefer not 
to say

Europe

16%

GeographyEmployment

Working 
full time or 
part time 

58%
Retired 

17%

7%

Self-
employed

Full time 
student

Unemployed

3% 

Prefer not to say 2% 

Other 3% 

Under 16

3% 

Gender

Male 

41%

Female 

54%

Non-binary 

1%

Age

31-49 

35%

50+ 

32%

16-24 

18%

25-30 

12%

What did people think?

‘Such a variety of films from everywhere! It was a 
truly enriching experience where you are able to 
discuss the topics/films afterwards.’

‘I loved everything - the ambiance of the venues, the 
friendliness of the staff and of course the films.’

‘It was so interesting and scintillating. I would come 
again.’

‘It is a great experience, a wonderful chance to see 
films which you wouldn’t necessarily get the chance 
to see.’

Rest of World

5%
5%

4%

10%
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›

›

›
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Press Highlights
Renowned around the world for discovering and promoting the very best 
in international cinema, this year’s Edinburgh International Film Festival saw 
an array of high profile talent in attendance and widespread support across 
the city. In total, the press and PR campaign achieved over 3,000 pieces of 
overwhelmingly positive coverage across a range of Print, Broadcast and 
Online media which achieved an advertising value equivalent of £4.4m.

The calibre of both the Festival programme and talent in attendance at this 
year’s Festival was instrumental in securing the level of coverage that was 
achieved, with EIFF again successfully spotlighting the most exciting and 
innovative film talent.

A total of 31 red carpet events and photo calls took place over the course of 
the Festival (almost double that of 2016).

Over 200 accredited press in attendance with key national and international 
press guests including Screen Daily, The Hollywood Reporter, Sight & Sound, 
Screen Anarchy, Little White Lies, Time Out, Metro, The Independent and The 
Guardian. 

Highlights of the coverage included a double-page print feature spotlighting 
the Festival in Screen International’s June edition, in-studio interview with 
Mark Adams by Claudia Winkleman on BBC Radio 2, and the front cover of 
Sunday Herald Life Magazine.

Scottish press were hugely supportive of this year’s Festival with outlets 
including BBC Scotland, BBC Radio Scotland, STV, STV2, The Scotsman, The 
Herald and Daily Record covering widely.

‘One of the coolest, charming and most pleasant film 
festivals around.’ Golden Globes
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Industry and Talent 
Development
Industry and talent focused activity at EIFF in 2017 provided access to 
opportunities and screenings for over 1200 passholders. Press and Industry 
screenings were available throughout the Festival with a high number of 
titles accessible through the online video library, EIFF Videotheque.
 
We delivered over fifty industry events and daily networking events 
addressing the whole of the film value chain, from development to financing, 
and from production to exhibition in our dedicated Industry Centre in the 
Traverse Theatre.  The third Distribution Rewired took place providing a 
two-day event and project marketplace dedicated to new and emerging 
distribution models, with speakers including representatives from MUBI, 
Vimeo and aggregators, Under The Milky Way.
 
EIFF Works in Progress presented ten new UK projects to an invited industry 
audience of sales agents, distributors, funders and festival programmers with 
the aim of supporting the filmmakers in their ambitions to reach completion, 
festival selection or release.
 
EIFF continued its partnership with Wellcome through a number of activities 
for school pupils, screenwriters and public audiences looking at the 
biomedical links between science and humour. This partnership also supports 
the first EIFF Screenwriter in Residence, Krysty Wilson-Cairns , who spent 
the year working with the Beltane Public Engagement Network to connect 
with researchers from the University of Edinburgh, Heriot Watt University, 
Edinburgh Napier University and Queen Margaret University.
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Edinburgh Schools Film Competition this year attracted 214 entries from over 
50 schools across Edinburgh and the Lothians. This free to enter competition 
gives pupils from all Primary, Secondary, Special and Nursery Schools in 
Edinburgh and Lothian regions the opportunity to have their film screened 
at EIFF. Awards were judged and presented by the 11 members of the ESFC 
Youth Jury who spent 3 months being trained in film appreciation, selection 
and public speaking. 

Understanding Cinema has been running since 2012 and in 2017, we worked 
with pupils from Granton (Edinburgh), Lorne (Edinburgh), St Charles RC 
(Glasgow), Glendale (Glasgow), Carlogie (Angus) and Our Lady’s RC (Dundee) 
Primary Schools. Pupils learn about filmmaking and explore themes by 
making and experimenting with short films themselves, with this year’s topic 
‘play’. EIFF was the culmination of 14 weeks of activities; screening the final 
short films of the participating school groups. 

Education
Each year we engage with thousands of young people across Scotland 
through schools screenings at Filmhouse and Belmont Filmhouse and during 
the Edinburgh International Film Festival. 

Over 2000 young people participated in EIFF education activity in 2017.  

Highlights included:

EIFF Youth Hub, the home of EIFF’s education programme for 15-25 year 
olds, offering a packed four-day programme of workshops with international 
filmmakers, masterclasses, careers advice, networking sessions, and Q&As 
with inspiring speakers, including Ewen Bremner, Disney-Pixar Car’s 3 Head 
of Story, Scott Morse, EIFF Patron Seamus McGarvey and EIFF Screenwriter 
in Residence, Krysty Wilson-Cairns. 550 young people took part in this year’s 
Youth Hub events with overwhelmingly positive feedback.

EIFF Young Programmers gave 16 young people, aged 15-19, the opportunity 
to curate a programme of short films and badge 25 films in the EIFF 
programme as being of interest to young people. EIFF Young Programmers 
also hosted public introductions and Q&As for films and filmmaker guests 
during the Festival as well as Youth Hub events

Student Critics Competition returned in full at EIFF 2017, with 10 students 
spending a week watching films and crafting reviews under the mentorship 
of our professional critics. 

EIFF Media Days was attended by 167 pupils:  two days of screenings, 
practical workshops during EIFF run by Into Film and presentations by film 
industry professionals. Guests included cinematographer Seamus McGarvey, 
Sound Designer Ali Murray and short filmmakers Andrew Lee, Moyo Akandé, 
and Morayo Akandé. The majority of sessions were hosted by our Young 
Programmers.

›

›

›

›

›

›
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Event Cinema 
EIFF: Play

EIFF is committed to reaching new audiences each year, and offering a range 
of experiences for audiences of all ages and backgrounds to enjoy. One 
of our current priorities is younger attendees (aged 30 or under) who are 
currently not engaging with the Festival. To reach this audience we devised 
EIFF: Play, a special strand of event cinema, taking popular cult films  
and developing themed, immersive evening events inspired by them.  
Using a Lates-style model (successfully pioneered in Edinburgh by the 
National Museum of Scotland), each evening comprised of a film screening 
followed by a post-screening party themed around the film with hands-on, 
fun, interactive activities.

Working with EIFF’s Young Programmers group and gathering opinions from 
young people aged 15-25 who had previously taken part in EIFF/Filmhouse 
activity, we canvassed opinions on both our proposed event structure and 
the types of films that would appeal to this millennial audience, finalising 
on a trilogy of films by UK director, Edgar Wright: Scott Pilgrim vs the World, 
Shaun of the Dead, and Hot Fuzz.

Within each event we partnered with other Scottish cultural organisations, 
using their networks and influence to expand our reach to new audiences. 
These included Edinburgh International Science Festival, We Throw Switches, 
Too Much Fun Club, Loud Poets and the Loud and Proud Choir. 

‘The kind of immersive, event cinema experience the 
capital’s movie fans have been crying out for’ - The List

71% 

of EIFF: Play attendees 
were aged under 30

48% 

were attending EIFF for 
the first time



12 Edinburgh International Film Festival

EIFF is committed to celebrating a diverse range of experiences through its 
programming, broadening discussion about the role of film as a catalyst for 
debate and a platform for unheard voices.

 

‘One of the interpreting highlights of my career’ 
(Attending BSL interpreter)

All Inclusive – in partnership with the British Council, a sold-out panel  
focusing on festival strategies and increasing the profile within the  
industry of D/deaf and disabled filmmakers.

New Voices Shorts Programme – ten short films celebrating the extraordinary 
talents of up-and-coming disabled filmmakers.

‘I took my Guide Dog to all of the films we saw and the 
staff were extremely helpful in helping us to our reserved 
seats. Having a water bowl provided was very thoughtful. 
And also loved the fact that he got his own tickets which 
said ‘helper’ on them!’ (EIFF Audience Member)

Expanded new FOH staff accessibility training programme including  
sighted guide and autism awareness training.

Microphone usage now compulsory in all cinemas – this allows customers 
with hearing impairments to experience additional and unique elements of 
the programme such as introductions and Q&A sessions.

EIFF was awarded BFI’s Screen Diversity mark of good practice.

›

›

›

›

›

Equalities, Diversity and 
Inclusion
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Just Charlie Q&A

‘In both screenings [of Just Charlie], you could tell that 
the majority of the audience was personally affected by 
the issues handled in the film. Most of the questions were 
from young people who were trans or questioning their 
gender. In both screenings, young people stayed after the 
event had finished to speak to the filmmakers further and 
express their gratitude for making Just Charlie. There was a 
definite sense of a community coming together because of 
the screening of a film about people whose stories still lack 
representation and equal treatment.

‘I think that the fact that EIFF chose a Young Programmer 
who was himself transgender to host the Q&A, meant a lot 
to the audience and filmmakers, and also showed how EIFF 
is working operationally behind the scenes, as well as on the 
screen, to ensure they are building an environment that is 
equal and diverse… and that made a significant contribution 
to the sense of unity that was created by this community 
coming together for Just Charlie screenings. This was 
definitely one of my standout moments from the festival. I 
am sure that I won’t forget the feeling of thankfulness, joy 
and relief that was shared in those screenings.’

Environment
During the Festival: 1,054kg of materials diverted from landfill from 
Filmhouse through recycling, saving 247kg of CO2 emissions.

Environmental impacts continue to be an important consideration for EIFF. 
Our main venue and office base, Filmhouse, works in partnership with 
Changeworks to ensure that we sort and recycle as much of our waste as 
possible. Staff and public areas are well equipped with recycling facilities 
and instructions for their use. In 2017 we expanded our staff training to 
emphasise the importance of recycling and environmental awareness within 
the venue so all our staff can communicate this confidently to our audiences.

Our partnership with Virgin Trains brought many of our guests from 
Edinburgh to London who would otherwise have travelled by air. 

We worked hard to source local products for our guest bags to minimise the 
CO2 generated in their transport while also promoting some of Scotland’s 
finest products to an international audience. 

While do we have to transport some guests around Festival venues, our 
partnership with BMW Mini saw us using Mini Clubmans which considerably 
reduced the fleet’s CO2 emissions from 2016.

As part of our audience engagement work, we screened the documentary 
Leaning into the Wind, showcasing Andy Goldsworthy’s environmental artwork.

Our Marketing department work with carbon balanced suppliers to produce 
all printed materials on recycled paper, while also increasing the information 
available digitally to reduce printing volumes. As an organisation we 
collaborate with venues and other partners who have robust environmental 
policies and place the same value on environmental considerations as we do.

›
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Income and Expenditure Staff/Board
EIFF is delivered by experienced management, programme creation and 
delivery teams.

Board 
Carol Flockhart  
(Chair)

Sarah Baxter

Alison Cornwell

Gavin Davis

Phil Denning

Jim Dunnigan

Brandon Malone

Ian Tudhope

Senior Executive Team
Ken Hay Chief Executive Officer

Caroline Whyteside Chief Operating Officer

Mark Adams Artistic Director, EIFF

Diane Henderson Deputy Artistic Director, EIFF

David Boyd Head of Technical 

Holly Daniel Head of Industry and Talent Development

Robert Howie Head of Customer Experience

Rod White Head of Filmhouse

Public 
Sector 
Grants 

62%
Box Office

16%

Individual 
Donations 

Sponsorship, Trusts 
and Foundations

10%

Overall Income

Delegate and 
Submissions Fees 

5%
7%

Programme 
Delivery 

71%

Marketing/ 
Fundraising

15%

Overheads 

14%

Overall Expenditure

£122k

£85k

£156k

£268k
£1m

£256k

£234k

£1.2m
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Thank You
The generosity of our supporters plays a vital role in making sure Edinburgh 
International Film Festival continues to be world-class each year. It enables 
us to provide a diverse and ambitious programme of films and events for 
our audiences, as well as helping us to run education, industry and talent 
development projects each year. Thank you to all of our funders, partners, 
supporters, cultural funders, programme, venue and media partners, who 
helped make our landmark 70th anniversary a great success and memorable 
celebration of international film and filmmaking.

EIFF could not happen without the generous support of its funders, 
Creative Scotland, the British Film Institute (awarding funds from the 
National Lottery), the Scottish Government through the Edinburgh Festivals 
Expo Fund, City of Edinburgh Council and Event Scotland. 

We are hugely grateful for the support from our donors, who help make 
it possible for us to programme world-class new cinema, run education 
programmes for young learners, and support filmmakers through our 
industry and talent development projects. We would like to specifically 
thank James and Morag Anderson, whose generosity enabled us to 
highlight the best of new Polish cinema in our annual country focus, and run 
our Student Critics programme, an intensive programme for students from 
Scotland and Poland to attend EIFF and be mentored by professional film 
critics. We would also like to say a special thank you to Sir Ewan and Lady 
Brown, who share our passion for inspiring new audiences, and supported 
the launch of EIFF: Play, a new strand of event cinema.

As a registered charity, partnerships play a pivotal role for EIFF, and we 
are always looking for new relationships, tailoring bespoke sponsorships 
to meet your objectives. Partnering with EIFF provides direct association 
with one of the most prestigious film festivals in the world, a key Scottish 
cultural event, and a national charity dedicated to transforming people’s 
lives through film.

If you would like to find out more about working with EIFF, please contact 
our development team on 0131 228 6382 or development@cmi-scotland.
co.uk, or find out more at www.edfilmfest.org.uk/support-us.
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EIFF would also like to thank

Cultural Funders
Acción Cultural Española
Ancine – Brazilian Film Agency
Balassi Institute, Hungarian 
Cultural Centre London
Cultural Ireland
Embassy of Finland
Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands
Institut Français d’Ecosse
German Films
Great Britain Sasakawa 
Foundation 
Goethe-Institut
Italian Cultural Institute
Norwegian Consulate General, 
Edinburgh
Polish Audiovisual Centre Polish 
Cultural Institute 
Foundation
Embassy of Sweden
Taiwan Academy of Scotland
UniFrance

Trusts
Aberbrothock Skea Trust
Alexander Moncur Trust
The Mickel Fund
Turtleton Charitable Trust

Others
Abbotsford House 
Aesop
Aizle
Angels Share Hotel
The Apartment 
Auld Reekie Tours
Cafe St Honoré
The Cambridge Satchel Company 
Camera Obscura
Chaophraya 
Charlie Miller
Chez Jules
Colonnades
David Bann
Dishoom
Edinburgh Castle
Edinburgh Tea & Coffee 
Company
Galvin Brasserie de Luxe
Glenkinchie Distillery 
Hawico
Howies Restaurants
IQ Superfood Chocolate
Jupiter Artland
Kyloe 
Lauren Gollan Academy of Make-
Up Artistry
Le Monde
L'Escargot Blanc
L'Escargot Bleu
Leuchtturm1917
Locanda de Gusti
MAC Cosmetics
Maison Bleue
Mercat Tours
The Pompadour by Galvin 
The Printing Press 
Real Mary Kings Close
Rosslyn Chapel
Royal Yacht Britannia
Shearer Candles
Strathberry
Sylvester's
Taisteal
Wedgwood Restaurant 
The Wee Restaurant

media partners

programme partners

donors 

venue partners

partners

with special thanks to 
James and Morag Anderson

Sir Ewan and Lady Brown
Billy and Karin Lowe

And all of EIFF’s major donors

major partners

funders

supporters
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CMI Vision and Values
We believe in transforming lives through the watching, making and 
understanding of film. We are guided by our values, which underpin all of our 
work.

We are Inclusive

We believe in diversity, are committed to equality and are open, accessible 
and respectful

We believe in working collaboratively with individuals and organisations to 
make a difference

We actively seek out and work with people and organisations with a wide 
range of voices, with different experiences and from different backgrounds 
to ensure that our work is authentic

We are Inspiring

We are focused on artistic quality and excellence

We are confident and positive

We are leaders in our field

We are Innovative

We are creative and passionate

We are bold and inquisitive

We challenge and take risks

We have Integrity

We are professional, accountable and transparent

We are authentic, engaging and honest

We believe in independence of voice and genuine choice for audiences

We believe in developing and delivering our strategy sustainably

Contact Us 
Visit edfilmfest.org.uk for news, blogs and more information about the 
Festival. 

View Festival videos our YouTube channel EIFFtv: www.youtube.com/eifftv

If you would like to find out more about sponsorship of the Film Festival or 
support our work, please contact our development team on 0131 228 6382 
or development@cmi-scotland.co.uk

www.edfilmfest.org.uk/support-us

›

›

›

›

›

›

›

›

›

›

›

›
›
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Next Festival
20 June – 1 July 2018
Full programme will be  
announced on  
Wed 30 May 2018
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The Edinburgh International Film Festival Limited 
is a subsidiary of the Centre for the Moving Image. 

Registered in Scotland No: SC132453. VAT No: 502 548861.

Registered Office: 88 Lothian Road, EDINBURGH EH3 9BZ.

The Centre for the Moving Image is a company limited by 
guarantee with charitable status. 

Scottish Charity No. SC006793


