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20-29 June 2019
Special screenings, workshops 
& events for 15-25 year olds



EIFF Youth is funded through the PLACE Programme, a partnership between the Scottish Government 
through Creative Scotland, the City of Edinburgh Council and the Edinburgh Festivals.

 

Thanks to EIFF Youth’s supporters
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Dr Guthrie’s Association
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Out of the Blueprint
St John’s Church, Cornerstone Centre

In June 2019 EIFF Youth takes over the 
Cornerstone Centre at St John’s Church 
on Princes Street in order to host careers 
advice sessions, expert masterclasses and 
hands-on workshops, all geared towards 
helping 15–25 year olds to discover their 
future in film. 

This year’s focus is on new technologies 
and widening access.

So whether you are interested in 
podcasting, VR, mobile journalism, screen-
writing or screen-combat, we have you 
covered! 

Add us on @EIFFYOUTH to keep up 
to date with the latest information and 
discover your #futureinfilm 

Your EIFF YOUTH pass also gets you 
discounted £5 tickets to any screenings 
or events labelled           in the Film Festival 
brochure.

Book tickets via 
edfilmfest.org.uk/eiffyouth

*subject to availability

Your EIFF YOUTH pass 
gets you free access 
to every event at EIFF 
Youth HQ.*
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SaT 22 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ at St John’s Church 
11:00–15 :00 
Age 18–25

Smartphones and other mobile devices have 
permanently changed the way we report and 
consume the news. This beginner’s workshop 
will see you working with journalist Rhiannon 
J Davis to explore the ways that you can use 
your phone to become a mobile reporter. 

But it doesn’t end there! You will be given the 
opportunity to report from Edinburgh Pride, 
where you will be given exclusive access and a 
free backstage pass.

Bring your mobile device and get ready to start 
reporting! If you do not have a device with a 
camera let us know at: eiffyouth@edfilmfest.
org.uk and we can sort you out!

SUn 23 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
13:00–14:30  
Age 15–25 

With over 550,000 podcasts available it is 
more important than ever that your podcast 
stands out from the crowd. The Film Look 
are on hand to give you tips on how to create, 
maintain and expand your audience, as well as 
practical advice on achieving the best sound 
possible. 

Digital Technologies
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Mobile Journalism The Film Look: Podcasting



Digital Technologies
The Othvrs: VR Filmmaking 
workshop 

SUn 23 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ at St John’s Church 
14:00–17:00  
Age 15–25 

In this three-hour workshop you will work with 
the VR collective The Othvrs to produce a new 
piece of virtual reality film. Participants will work 
together, taking on different production roles, 
in order to create a fully 360º film which will 
premiere at EIFF Youth HQ on Saturday 29th 
June. 

No prior filmmaking experience is necessary. 
All filmmaking materials will be provided.

axis animation

SUn 23 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
15:00–16:00 
Age 15–25

Axis Animation creates hyper-real animated 
experiences, designed to transport viewers to 
never-before-seen worlds. 

Join us for an overview of who Axis are, what 
they do and how they do it. Get advice on how 
to land that dream job in the industry. Find out 
what skills Axis look for in entry-level talent 
and learn about the opportunities to gain 
industry experience through their mentoring 
and work experience programmes.
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SUn 23 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
10:00–12:30  
Age 15–25

The film look is an award-winning Youtube 
channel that gives tips, tricks and hacks on 
how to achieve that coveted “film look” on a 
micro budget. 

The film look will be taking over our HQ on 
Sunday morning, starting with this practical 
workshop on how to get professional 
quality lighting on a small budget. 

Production Design
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THU 27 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
16:30–20:30 

Gibbet FX has over a decade of experience in 
producing high-quality sculpture, SFX makeup 
and props. This workshop will focus on cost-
effective ways to add detail to your props, 
focusing on Greeblie construction (the layering 
of small detail onto larger props). Working as 
a team, you will add detail onto a model prop 
spacecraft and get tips on how to make your 
own otherworldly props along the way. 

The film look: Lighting 

Prop Design with Gibbet FX



Production Design
Sound Effects with ali 
Murray 

THU 27 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
16:00–17:30 
age 15–25 

Professional sound designer ali Murray 
will be joining us at the HQ to give you the 
lowdown on creating your own sound effects. 

The workshop will explore live Foley 
work, using household objects and digital 
software to create otherworldly  
sounds.
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Horror Make up with Gibbet 
FX

SaT 29 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
10.30–14:00  
age 15–25 

Gibbet FX will lead a Horror SFX make-
up session. You’ll learn how to create 
grisly effects to give your horror movie a 
professional touch.



Casting with Mad Dog 2020 

FRI 28 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
13:00–14:00  
Age 15–25 

Mad Dog 2020 have over twenty years of 
experience casting for Film and TV. Some of 
their recent projects include: Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to Find them, Silent Witness and 
Doctor Who. 

This is a superb opportunity to meet with Mad 
Dog 2020 and to learn about the processes 
of casting. An essential event for anyone who 
wants to act for the screen. 

Though this event is open to ages 15–25 there 
will be an opportunity for anyone 16+ to sign up 
for extras work with Mad Dog 2020.

Proof of age required to sign 
up with Mad Dog 2020.

Meet the Casting Director: 
anna Dawson

FRI 28 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
15:00–16:00  
Age 15–25

Casting director Anna Dawson will be at our 
HQ to discuss choosing the perfect headshot, 
how to self-tape for auditions, and will be on 
hand to answer any of your casting queries.
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Casting Disability 

FRI 28 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
17:00–18:00 
Age 15–25

This workshop will explore the history and 
ethics of “cripping up”, the practice of able 
bodied performers playing disabled characters. 

This will be followed by practical advice on 
how to contact disabled actors, make film sets 
accessible on a budget and how to fight for your 
right for fair representation and employability.

Screen Combat

SaT 29 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
10:00–12:30 
Age 15–25

With the superhero genre tearing up box–
offices worldwide it has never been a better 
time for high octane action!  However, action 
sequences can be time-consuming, costly, 
complex and, if done incorrectly, dangerous. 
You will learn how to perform and film screen 
combat techniques with Stage Fight Scotland. 
Perfect for those who wish to create their own 
action–packed cinema.

Screen acting



Screen Writing

Screen Writing with Cat 
Hepburn 

TUE 25 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
17:30–20:00 
Age 15–25 

Do you have a story idea that you want to 
turn into a film? This practical screen writing 
session will be led by award-winning writer 
and spoken word artist Cat Hepburn (River 
City, Hollyoaks). Cat will work with you on 
short scenes, giving you practical advice on 
how to write compelling dialogue. A fantastic 
opportunity to hone your writing skills and to 
see them brought to life!
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Film Criticism: african Cinema 

TUE 25 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
18:00–20:00  
Age 15–25 

Are you interested in film criticism, and in writing 
about non–Western film?

We will consider the role of film criticism in our 
current era and practice some of the skills and 
techniques needed to stand out as a film critic.

We will then explore how to write about films from 
other cultures, with out case study on African 
cinema. 

This session will be run by journalist Naomi 
Gessesse and Lizelle Bischoff, researcher in 
African cinema at the University of Glasgow and 
found of the Africa In Motion Festival.
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Calendar of Events
Friday 21st June
Film Course Fair 14:00–16:00 YHQ

Saturday 22nd June
Career’s Brunch 10:00–12:30 YHQ
Mobile Journalism 11:00–15:00 YHQ
BBC The Social 13:00–16:00 YHQ
BBC  The L.a.B 13:00–15:30 YHQ

Sunday 23rd June
The Film Look: Lighting 10:00–12:30 YHQ
EIFF Youth Shorts: Exploring Boundaries 11:10–12:45 FH3
The Film Look: Podcasting 13:00–14:30 YHQ
The Othvrs: VR Filmmaking workshop 14:00–17:00 YHQ
axis animation  15:00–16:00 YHQ

Tuesday 25th June 
Screen Writing: Cat Hepburn 17:30–20:00 YHQ
Film Criticism: african cinema 18:00–20:00 YHQ

Wednesday 26th June
Introduction to Bridging the Gap 16:30–18:00 YHQ

Thursday 27th June
Sound Effect with ali Murray 16:00–17:30 YHQ
Prop Design with Gibbet FX 16:30–20:30 YHQ

Friday 28th June
Casting with Mad Dog 2020 13:00–14:00  YHQ
Meet the casting director: anna Dawson  15:00–16:00 YHQ
Casting Disability 17:00–18:00 YHQ  
BaFTa Scotland and Career Close up: Preparing for Screen auditions with 
Shauna Macdonald and Jack Lowden 18:30–20:00 YHQ

Saturday 29th June 
Screen combat 10:00–12:30 YHQ 
Horror Make up with Gibbet FX 10:30–14:00 YHQ 
EIFF Youth Shorts: new Visions 15:30–17:00 FH3

YHQ EIFF Youth HQ, Cornerstone Centre @ Princes St | FH3 Filmhouse 3, EH3 9BZ



BaFTa Scotland
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BaFTa Scotland and 
Career Close up: Preparing 
for Screen auditions with 
Shauna Macdonald and 
Jack Lowden

FRI 28 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
18:30–20:00 

Come along to a fun and accessible Career 
Close–Up session with BAFTA Scotland 
winning actors Shauna Macdonald and Jack 
Lowden. You will learn about preparing for 
screen auditions, hitting your mark, acting 
for camera and will have the chance to build 
your knowledge and confidence within a small 
group in a relaxed and interactive environment. 

Shauna Macdonald is the Artistic Director and 
Creative Manager at Edinburgh Youth Theatre 
and trained at the Royal Scottish Academy 
of Music and Drama. Shauna has 20 years 
experience in film, television, theatre and radio. 
Best known for her work in Filth, The Cry, 
White Chamber, The Descent, Spooks and 
Danger Mouse. In 2018 Shauna won the British 
Academy Scotland Award for Actress Film. 

Jack Lowden trained at the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music and Drama and began 
his acting career with the National Theatre of 
Scotland in Black Watch. Jack is best known 
for his work in War and Peace, Tommy’s 
Honour, Dunkirk and Calibre, for which he won 
the 2018 British Academy Award for Actor 
film. Jack then went on to portray Lord Darnley 
in feature film Mary Queen of Scots. 

Limited spaces available. 

Early booking advised.
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BBC Events

BBC The Social 

SaT 22 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
13:00–16:00

BBC The Social is an award-winning digital 
platform, based in Glasgow, which promotes 
new creative talent in Scotland. 

The Social help develop ideas and 
commission content to publish across the 
BBC. The content reaches millions of people 
every week. 

We are pleased to announce that the team 
behind the BBC The Social will be coming 
to our HQ to give you advice on writing the 
perfect pitch.

A chance to learn how to get your ideas from 
the page to the screen.

BBC The L.a.B

SaT 22JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
13:00–15:30 

Join the BBC The L.A.B for a taster workshop 
in 2D animation. The workshop will be followed 
by a discussion with triple award-winning 
animator Ross Hogg. Ross will be on hand to 
give you animation tips and answer all of your 
questions. Great for those who are curious 
about animation and are interested in a career 
within the industry.

We are thrilled to announce that the BBC will be joining us at the 
EIFF Youth HQ this year. This event is free and you do not require an 
EIFF Youth pass for these events. Go to edfilmfest.org.uk/eiffyouth 
for more information.
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next Steps

EIFF Youth Film Course Fair

FRI 21 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
14:00–16:00 
Age 15–25

Want to study film or media, but not sure which 
course is right for you? Come along to our 
Film Course Fair, where representatives and 
current students from key providers will be on 
hand to answer all your questions, including 
Edinburgh Napier University, Edinburgh 
College, Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, and 
the National Film & Television School.

Ideal for school leavers, teachers, parents or 
just the curious – this event is free to attend 
and does not require an EIFF Youth pass, 
places are limited, so booking is essential. 

Please reserve your preferred slot at 2pm, 
2.45pm or 3.30pm by contacting Chloe at 
education@edfilmfest.org.uk , or call  
0131 228 6382.

Careers Brunch 

SaT 22 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
10:00–12:30  
Age 15–25

Are you interested in working in film and media?

Our Career’s Brunch gives you a unique 
opportunity to have a bite to eat with industry 
experts and discuss your future career path. 
Whether you want to programme your own 
festival, break into television production, make 
digital animation your career or promote your 
own online content, we have you covered!

You will have 15 minutes to chat with each of 
our exciting industry experts. There has never 
been an easier way to make connections, gain 
advice and discuss your future in media. 

Make sure to bring copies of your CV and we 
will provide the rest!



Introduction to Bridging the 
Gap

WED 26 JUnE EIFF Youth HQ, St John’s Church 
16:30–18:00
Age 15–25 

Scottish Documentary Institute’s Bridging the 
Gap is one of the leading new talent initiatives 
in the UK, offering intensive training and short 
documentary commission opportunities to 
emerging filmmakers in Scotland.

Applications for the scheme will open again in 
August 2019. This panel is a great opportunity 
to gain insight into the process, and will feature 
Bridging the Gap alumni directors Felipe 
Bustos Sierra (Nae Pasaran) and Duncan 
Cowles (Directed by Tweedie). 
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Screenings
EIFF Youth Shorts: 
Exploring Boundaries 

95 min  
SUn 23 JUnE 11:10 Filmhouse 3

Featuring seven stories from around the 
globe, the EIFF Youth Shorts programme 
explores the fascinating world of relationships. 
Presenting a modern take on Romeo & Juliet, 
set inside a young offenders’ institute; a 
charming feminist tale centering on a father 
and daughter who bond over nail polish and 
waxing and a chilling piece of sci–fi, with a 
powerful central performance from Bella 
Ramsay (Games of Thrones).

Complex, endearing and at times unnerving, 
this selection of short films, handpicked by 
our EIFF Youth Programmers, explores the 
different boundaries imposed on us. [15]

advisory: Infrequent strong language, mild 
sex, drugs and suicide.

EIFF Youth Shorts: new 
Visions

90 min 
SaT 29 JUnE 15:30 Filmhouse 3

Filmmakers from Scotland, aged 14 – 25, 
were asked to submit their short films for our 
New Visions Short Film Competition. Entries 
were then viewed by the EIFF Youth Advisory 
Group, who have created this Shortlist.

These films represent a diverse mix of up– 
and–coming Scottish talent and range from 
surrealist horror to feminist Musical. Together 
these shorts represent the strong and 
distinctive voices of their generation. [15]

advisory: Strong language, mild sexual 
content.

Captioning for Deaf and Hard-Hearing 
Viewers.14



Screenings - VR

InVaSIOn!

INVASION! Is the story of menacing aliens who 
come to take over Earth and destroy anyone 
who  tries to stop them. It is up to two adorable 
little white bunnies (and you are one of them) 
to stop their plans before it is too late!

The Other Dakar

A little girl receives a message and discovers 
the hidden face of Dakar. A homage to 
Senegalese mythology, and a stunning visual 
debut from Dakar–based artist and designer 
Selly Raby Kane, this magical 360º film 
transports viewers to a place where past and 
future meet and where artists are the beating 
heart of the city.

Dear angelica 

From Emmy Award winning Oculus Story 
Studio comes Dear Angelica. Entirely painted 
by hand inside of VR the film plays out a 
series of memories that unfold around you. An 
immersive illustrative short story starring Gena 
Davis and Mae Whitman. 

authentically US

Direct violence and discriminatory legislation 
against the transgender community continues 
to rise at a time when transgender visibility in 
pop culture continues to break glass ceilings. 
Step into the lives of three transgender 
people in the American northwest who are 
living authentically and taking action to make 
communities safer and more prosperous for 
all.

Every weekend at EIFF Youth HQ we will be screening some of the best 
in VR film. Keep an eye out on social media for more information on times 
and dates follow us @EIFFYouth.
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EIFF Youth has been co-created by EIFF’s 
Young Programmers and Youth advisory 
Group. They’ve been watching films, curating 
screenings for young audiences, and will 
be hosting many of EIFF Youth’s events and 
Q&as. Look out for the Young Programmer’s 
curated event EIFF Youth Shorts: Exploring 
Boundaries, and Shorts: new Visions, curated 
by the Youth advisory Group. 

EIFF Young Programmers: 
Angelica Petherick, Cahal Menzies, Chloe 
Ainslie, Connie Brogan, Daniel Dunsmore, 
Dylan– Starr Adams, Emilija Morrison, Ethan 
Hunter, Findley Tattersall, George Norman,  
Jack Capes, Jemma Glover,  
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If you are aged between 15-25 and 
are interested in becoming a Young 
Programmer or part of the Youth 
Advisory Group contact us on: 

eiffyouth@edfilmfest.org.uk

If you’re interested in learning more about film festivals and working in the 

arts, look out for EIFF’s paid internships – with roles in our programming, 

press, industry, guest, marketing and education teams. Follow @edfilmfest 

for more information, internships are promoted from November 2019.

Internships at EIFF supported by

Jess Hutchison, Lachlan Rowley, Leon Heun, 
Morgan Emslie, Murray Kingsbury, Oskar Sinicki, 
Ricardo Bradley, Thomas Comber, Georgia 
Ayers, Abbey Paterson, Zayn Ayub, Yasmin 
Taylor, Sophie Robertson, Romeo Robertson, 
Amy Smith, Ryan Ross, Charlotte Gillies, Martha 
Roseweir, Alex McNeill, Cammy Dinan, Hamish 
Brown, Conrad Lee, Scott Hardie

EIFF Youth advisory Group:
Adam Williamson, Anna Cowan, Bronwyn 
O’ Neil, Callum Booth–Lewis, Dan Dickson, 
Elisabeth Young, Erin Annison, Georgie 
Hawk, Innes Goodall, James Scott, Katherine 
Auld, Kiera Dobbie, Kyle Bruce, Louise 
Mckay, Maddie Chambers, Mark Carnochan, 
Maximillian Marshall, Nick Neilson, Owen 
Gold, Ruairidh Graham, Sam Thomson, 
Susannah Lee, Thomas Rowbotham. 
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Be part of EIFF!


