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Application Guidelines for  
EIFF TALENT LAB 2019 
 
 
Information 
 
EIFF Talent Lab provides up-and-coming filmmaking talent with a fantastic 
opportunity to learn from the world’s key film industry players over a four day 
residential during Edinburgh International Film Festival. 
 
EIFF invites Scottish, UK and international directors, producers and screenwriters to 
apply for this unmissable chance to discuss their projects and ideas with a selection 
of invited industry professionals including sales agents, executive producers, literary 
agents, story editors and financiers. 
 
Drawing on the Festival’s successful track record in talent development, EIFF Talent 
Lab will lead participants in round-table discussions, workshops and networking 
events, as well as hosting an invaluable afternoon of 1-2-1 advice and information 
sessions with experienced industry insiders, all with the aim of honing skills and 
building confidence within a new generation of filmmakers. 
 
The EIFF Talent Lab will take place from Friday 21st to Monday 24th June 2019 
(inclusive). 
 
Details 
Successful applicants will be invited to attend: 

 Industry-focussed discussions covering a variety of contemporary and relevant 
topics. 

 Bespoke workshops and masterclasses with established professionals from various 
disciplines. 

 1-2-1 meetings where, over an afternoon, participants will be matched with film 
industry professionals with whom they can discuss their work and their careers. 
These meetings are a unique opportunity for you to gain advice from industry 
professionals on your individual development. 

 An invitation to EIFF’s 2019 Ceilidh in celebration of Scottish filmmaking and EIFF 
talent development programmes. 

 Countless networking opportunities to meet with contemporaries, fellow 
participants, filmmakers from the EIFF 2019 programme and industry figures 
attending the Festival. 

 
The Edinburgh International Film Festival will also provide: 
 

 Accommodation for all participants who live outwith the Lothians area. 

 Meals will be provided on the dates of the Lab. 

 A full industry delegate pass to the Edinburgh International Film Festival 2019.                                                                              
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Selection Process 

 30 filmmakers (writers, directors and producers) will be selected to take part in 
the EIFF Talent Lab. 

 Selected participants will be notified by Monday 13 May 2019. 

 Unsuccessful applicants will be informed as soon as possible.  The EIFF Talent Lab 
regrets that we will not be able to discuss the reasons that an applicant is not 
selected; please bear in mind that we anticipate a high volume of applications. 

 
Application  
Who can apply? 

 This programme is open to all filmmakers with a minimum of either a feature film 
or two short film credits as director, writer or producer.  

 All applicants must be looking to make a fiction feature for their next project. 

 Applications are encouraged from Scottish and UK filmmakers. There are a small 
number of places available for international participants who are applying with a 
project or team that has a UK/Scottish connection. 

 We are happy to accept applications from teams working on the same project, 
but each team member must submit an application individually. Each application 
will be considered on its own merit.  

 
Fee: There is a £120 (inclusive of VAT) administration fee for every successful 
applicant. This fee must be paid in full in advance of the Lab dates. 
 
What you need to send us: 

 Completed online application form.  

 Completed online equal opportunities monitoring form.  
 

During the application process, you will need to provide: 

 A biography (max. 3000 characters) outlining your professional experience and      
achievements, including filmography.  

 Synopsis (max. 3000 characters) of your current feature project.  

 Reasons why you would like to be part of the EIFF Talent Lab 

 Who you would like to meet during Talent Lab and why.  
 
Please note: 

 Both your synopsis and biography will be passed onto our industry 1-2-1 guests 
in advance of your meetings.                                                                                          

 All applications will be received in strict confidence. 

 Unsuccessful applications and all materials will be disposed of safely and in 
confidence. 

 No information submitted will be returned. 
 

Deadline  
The application deadline is 12pm on Tuesday 23 April 2019. 
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FAQs 
 
Can I apply as part of a team? 
We are happy to accept applications from teams working on the same project, but 
each team member must submit an application individually. Each application will be 
considered on its own merit.  
 
The Talent Lab is primarily a professional development programme, and whilst 
filmmakers will have the opportunity to discuss their individual projects during 1-2-1 
meetings, the sessions will mainly focus on developing their skills, knowledge and 
networks. 
 
Can I apply with a documentary project? 
The Talent Lab is tailored towards feature fiction and we unfortunately do not accept 
documentary projects at this time. 
 
I am not based in the UK. Can I apply? 
Applications are encouraged from Scottish and UK filmmakers. There are a small 
number of places available for international participants who are applying with a 
project or team that has a UK/Scottish connection. If you are not based in the UK 
this connection can be a UK/Scottish team member, or your feature project being set 
in the UK for example. 
 
Who will meetings be with? 
Unfortunately we can’t confirm names or guarantee specific requests, but we are in 
discussion with a range of industry personnel as potential guests for 2019.  
 
Please indicate on your application form the types of professionals you think it would 
be beneficial for you to meet and we will try to set up meetings as close to your 
requirements and suggestions as possible, based on availability. We will also set you 
meetings with professionals we think would give you useful insights into the industry 
or your project progression.  
 
We will aim to give you the most relevant meetings we can, however due to the 
nature of the Lab we are not able to give the names of the full guest list prior to the 
Festival. Once meetings are scheduled you will be contacted with a full timetable for 
the whole Lab. We will confirm your meeting schedule in the week prior to the Lab. 
Unfortunately once scheduled, we will be unable to change any of your meetings. 
Please note that the 1-2-1 meetings with industry professionals are an opportunity for 
you to gain advice on your professional development and your project. 
 
Previous guests have included representatives from BBC Films, Film4, Protagonist 
Pictures, United Agents, Just Film Distributions, Mongrel Media, Prescience Film 
Finance, British Film Company, Soda Pictures, EOne, Sky, United Agents, Carnaby 
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International, Young Films, The Works Film Group, Pathe, StudioCanal, and Casarotto 
Ramsay. 
 
Who will read my application? 
A panel made up of key members of the Edinburgh International Film Festival 
Programming & Industry teams will consider your application. 
 
What are the dates of the Talent Lab and the Edinburgh International Film 
Festival? 
The EIFF Talent Lab will take place 21 - 24 June 2019 (inclusive).  The Edinburgh 
International Film Festival runs 19 June – 30 June 2019. 
 
How many 1-2-1 meetings will you schedule? 
We will schedule 5 meetings per participant. 
 
If I am successful, are any expenses covered? 
EIFF will cover up to 5 nights’ accommodation between Thursday 20 - Monday 24 
June (inclusive) for participants not based within the Lothians area, and all 
participants will be given a full Festival pass for the dates of the Festival.  
 
Please bear in mind there will be industry events on offer throughout the Festival so 
to make the most use of your Festival we would suggest you try and stay as long as 
possible.  
 
Meals will also be provided on the dates of the Lab.  
 
Are there any restrictions on who can apply? 
Applicants must be over 18 and not in full time education.  
 
For further information, please contact industry@edfilmfest.org.uk  


