


EIFF Youth 2021 
Weekend takeaway 
You’ve just watched our session HOW TO GET INTO FILM JOURNALISM on  
Youtube and you want to know more.   

Here are our top take away tips: 

Freelance film journalist Rafa Sales Ross and Jamie Dunn from The Skinny took us 
through their top 10 tips for freelance journalists and how to approach editors: 

FIND OUT MORE: 

The Skinny Magazine: https://www.theskinny.co.uk/  
Read Rafa Sales Ross’ reviews on One Room with A View: https://bit.ly/3CSheXR

No Film School - How to Become a Film Critic:  https://bit.ly/3g9kKTX

I-d How to Pitch: https://i-d.vice.com/en_uk/article/wxqd44/how-to-pitch-to-i-d 
The Peak District Newsletter: https://thepeakdistrict.substack.com/  
Resources for Writers, Bloggers, Journalists: https://bit.ly/3jUUwpi 

TOP TIP #1  Read -  As a film critic, it is crucial to read other film writers and to 
familiarise yourself with the style of the outlets you want to write for.

TOP TIP #2 Find your strength - Understand how your voice stands out from 
others, this will help you to sell yourself as a writer and increase your 
chances of placing pitches. 

TOP TIP #3 Start small - start your journey as a writer with writing for smaller 
outlets, where editors will usually dedicate more time to your writing. 

TOP TIP #4 Create your own database - Networking is a vital part of being a 
journalist. Save every single contact you can find, from editors to PR 
representatives to fellow critics.

TOP TIP #5 Embrace rejection - As you begin pitching, you’ll soon realise 
rejections are far - far - more common than fulfilled commissions. 

TOP TIP #6 Pitch the right article to the right editor - Know the publications 
you’re pitching to. Know the type of articles they’ve commissioned in 
the past and tailor your pitch to their readers. 

TOP TIP #7 Always include examples of your work with a pitch - You can have 
the best pitch in the world, but an editor needs to know you can write.

TOP TIP #8 Never write on spec – Writing for a publication is a collaboration 
between you and the editor.  

TOP TIP #9 Don’t be precious about your work – Embrace being edited and be 
open to suggestions on how your story ideas could be improved.

TOP TIP #10  Make life as easy for the editor as possible – Always meet your 
deadlines. Hand in clean copy. Write to word count. 
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