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Welcome back to Scottish cinema.
Screen Scotland wishes everyone taking part in
this year’s Festival an inspiring and uplifting return.
screen.scot | @screenscots |

/screenscots | screen@creativescotland.com

Prince of Muck from Scotland-based
production company Faction North will
have its world premiere at EIFF.
Lawrence MacEwen in Prince of Muck
courtesy of De Productie and Faction North

A very warm welcome to the 74th Edinburgh International
Film Festival.
The last 16 months have been challenging for everyone and
one of the things that we’ve all missed has been the communal
cultural experience.
And so as we begin to emerge from the darkness of the
pandemic, this year’s EIFF is celebrating the return to cinema,
bringing people and communities back together – physically
in cinemas and at outdoor screenings, and virtually through
our dedicated streaming platform.
The programming team have done a magnificent job in
bringing together the very best stories and storytellers
from across the world.
Enjoy!

Ken Hay,
CEO EIFF

Welcome back to cinema and more particularly the 74th edition
of the Edinburgh International Film Festival. It is with the greatest
of pleasure we present this smaller than normal, but, in our
opinion, perfectly formed selection of films including Cannes
opener Annette and Billy Crystal written and directed Here
Today. The prize for most glamorous film of the festival will
surely go to Everybody’s Talking About Jamie. It all kicks off
though with Pig starring Nicolas Cage, proving once again what
an underrated actor he really is.
This year we have worked hard to ensure a diverse range of
voices amongst the UK, European and International premieres,
including achieving gender parity in our main selection.
Over the last few months there were times when it wasn’t even
clear if there would be a festival. Throughout it has been my
privilege to work with such a professional and dedicated team
of programmers who have come together to deliver a fantastic
line up of films. We hope you enjoy the films as much as we have
enjoyed selecting them.

Nick Varley,
Guest Programmer
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We would like to thank the following without whom EIFF 2021 would not be possible
Funders

Major Partners

Patrons
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With special thanks to:
James and Morag Anderson
Sir Ewan and Lady Brown
And all of EIFF’s donors

Partners

Actual Investors

Supporters

Media Partners

Venue Partners

We want our Festival to be inclusive and welcoming to everyone.
Please see below for access information at our Festival venues.

ACCESSIBLE SCREENINGS:

We will add available captioned and audio described screenings
here: www.edfilmfest.org.uk/accessible-screenings
Audio description will be provided where possible
both in venue and online
Captioned screenings will be provided where
possible both in venue and online

IN PERSON SCREENINGS:
Filmhouse – 88 Lothian Road EH3 9BZ
Our main Festival venue, with 3 screens and a fully licensed Café
Bar. We offer a wide range of hot and cold food served until late,
including a selection of vegetarian/vegan/gluten-free options.
Free Wi-Fi is available. Filmhouse is open from 11:30–00:00
(subject to public health restrictions).
To book at table at Filmhouse Café Bar please visit
www.filmhousecinema.com/cafe-bar

the first floor of Filmhouse and is accessible via passenger lift,
while Cinemas 2 and 3, as well as a second accessible toilet,
are accessible via platform lift.
Wheelchair spaces:
Please book your wheelchair space in advance to avoid
disappointment.
• Cinema 1 has one wheelchair space at the front of the cinema
• Cinema 2 has one wheelchair space at the back of the cinema
• Cinema 3 has one wheelchair space at the back of the cinema

Festival Theatre – 29 Nicolson Street EH8 9FT
Open 1 hour prior to event start time, please see ticket for
arrival time.
Access:
There are six steps up with one handrail, or a pavement ramp,
from the road to the front of the theatre. Level access is also
available at the side entrance to the Café if required. Wheelchair
access is available from street level access direct into the stalls.
Please ask the customer services team on arrival for assistance.

Access:
If you specifically require tickets for the wheelchair spaces
available in our cinemas, you can buy tickets for these spaces
by contacting Box Office on 0131 228 2688.

St Andrew Square Garden – East End of George Street

Our main entrance and Box Office are both on the ground
floor which is accessible via a ramped, electronically assisted
entrance door from Lothian Road. One of our accessible toilets
is also at this level, and there is a ramp to the Café Bar. The seats
in the Café Bar are not fixed and can be moved. Cinema 1 is on

Access:
St Andrew Square is on street level and is accessible by
wheelchair. There will be accessible toilets on site. If you
require a wheelchair space for one of our Film Fest in the City
screenings, please call 0131 623 8030.

This is the location of Film Fest in the City, presented in
partnership with Essential Edinburgh and supported by
Johnnie Walker. Please see page 15 for more info.
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ONLINE SCREENINGS:

BUYING TICKETS

We have been working very hard to make our virtual screenings
accessible for all, our aim being that every film on this platform
has Captions and Audio Description available.

In person screenings:
• Book online at www.edfilmfest.org.uk
• Call 0131 228 2688
• Due to COVID-19 restrictions we’re using a seating plan
and seats are split into groups (or pods) of one, two,
three and four
• On booking you’ll receive a confirmation email which
includes an arrival time

Films not in the English Language will have English subtitles
available automatically. Occasionally you may need to switch
them on manually by clicking the CC button.
Currently, Captions are dependent on the availability of
the materials provided to us by third-party film distribution
companies, rather than as a standard. We are working to change
this to ensure audiences are not restricted from enjoying our
full programmes. Similarly, Audio Description will be provided
where available.

TICKETS
In person ticket price:
		
		
Online ticket price:
EIFF Youth online events:

Full price: £10
Concession: £8
Under 25s: £5
£10 for features / £8 for shorts
FREE

BROCHURE HIGHLIGHTS:
Recommended by our EIFF Youth team
as essential viewing for 15–25 years old
This symbol highlights films in our programme
that are suitable for families

Online screenings
• Book online screenings on www.filmhouseathome.com
• For a guide on how to access online screenings visit:
www.filmhouseathome.com/page/help/

SCREENING SOLD OUT?
If a screening /event has sold out, additional tickets may be
released in the lead-up to the screening /event, so it’s worth
checking online on the day of the event.

CONCESSIONS
Concessions are available for over-65s, students, people
with disabilities, Young Scot cardholders, Equity members,
unemployed people, NHS workers. Companions/carers FREE.

TAKE YOUR SEAT
There are no adverts or trailers before EIFF screenings,
so the stated start time is when the film, event or introduction
will begin. Latecomers may not be admitted.
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PRESS & INDUSTRY ACCREDITATION

For access to the EIFF 2021 Press & Industry screenings
programme please apply for your accreditation:
www.edfilmfest.org.uk/press-industry
Want to know more about the Industry side of EIFF? Come to
our 2021 taster day to get an idea of what type of events are on
offer for our Industry delegates. More information is available on
our website: www.edfilmfest.org.uk/press-industry

COVID-19 SAFETY MEASURES AT FILMHOUSE
At time of going live with this programme, Scottish Government
Guidance requires 1m physical distancing in cinemas and café
bar, which means that people should sit 1m apart from those
not in their extended households (unless under 12 or covered by
another exception e.g. carer).
To stay up to date with the current restrictions and guidance for
your area in line with the Scottish Government framework,
please refer to the Coronavirus postcode checker. Check
the travel guidance to find out what travel restrictions currently
apply.

• On arrival at the cinema you’ll be required to check in at the
front door and to provide details for Test and Protect.
• When in the cinema screens, when on your feet and any
time you aren’t sitting and consuming food or drink you are
required to wear a face mask, unless medically exempt. This is
to provide protection for you, our staff and fellow audiences.
• Where possible we request that you book online and use
contactless card payment to minimise interaction with
Filmhouse staff. We also recommend, due to severely reduced
capacity, that you book in advance to avoid disappointment.
• On arrival at the cinema our staff will show our one way system
and sanitiser stations, and you’ll notice clear marking and
signage throughout our building.
• Our staff will continue to regularly clean all surfaces
throughout the day.
• All our staff will be knowledgeable about the most up to date
Government legislation around Covid-19 and cinemas, and
of our own risk assessment, and will be happy to advise if you
have any questions.
• Please note that many of our staff members have not yet had
their vaccinations. Please be considerate of this and continue
social distancing when you move around the building.

Edinburgh International Film Festival 18—25 August 2021. Book here: www.edfilmfest.org.uk
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OPENING

PIG

Michael Sarnoski / USA, UK / 2021 / 92 min / English
Cast: Nicolas Cage
Wednesday 18 August / 19:00 / Festival Theatre – Main Hall
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains violence

Nicolas Cage hogs the limelight in this high stakes
revenge thriller, with an affectionate side.
Nicolas Cage stars as Rob, a reclusive truffle hunter, whose
beloved truffle-finding pig goes missing. A chef mastering
earthy dishes, he must return to Portland and his previous
life in the hospitality world in search of his beloved foraging
animal, going after her pignappers. Following the heart-warming
documentaries Gunda and The Truffle Hunters, this is clearly the
Year of the Pig. Cage stars front and centre, with award-winning
actor, musician, singer, and composer Alex Wolff joining him in
the Oregon wilderness.

European Premiere
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CLOSING

HERE TODAY
Billy Crystal / USA / 2020 / 117 min / English
Cast: Billy Crystal, Tiffany Haddish
Wednesday 25 August / 19:00 / Filmhouse 1
Wednesday 25 August / 19:15 / Filmhouse 2
Wednesday 25 August / 19:30 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12 / Contains moderate strong language

Billy Crystal writes, directs and stars in this
comedy about intergenerational friendship
and aging.
Veteran comedy writer Charlie Burnz (Billy Crystal) forms an
unlikely yet hilarious and touching friendship with New York
singer Emma Payge (Tiffany Haddish) in the new comedydrama Here Today. Emma – the unlikely recipient of a prize to
have lunch with the comedy legend, despite not knowing who he
is – gets off to a rocky start with Charlie (think seafood allergy,
a hospital visit, and an epi pen). Before long, each finds in the
other a sort of soul mate, forging a deep bond that kicks the
generation gap aside and redefines the meaning of friendship,
love, and trust.

UK Premiere

Edinburgh International Film Festival 18—25 August 2021. Book here: www.edfilmfest.org.uk

Gala Screenings

9

EIFF FAN CLUB in partnership with

Some of Scotland’s best-known cultural figures,
chatting to their favourite talents from the world of film!
Line up to be announced!
These FREE conversations will be broadcast at 4pm
each day of the Festival on EIFF’s YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/EIFFtv
For the latest news on EIFF Fan Club sign up to the
EIFF mailing list: www.edfilmfest.org.uk/register
EIFF Fan Club is supported by Sir Ewan and Lady Brown,
and the UK Government through funding to enhance
the Edinburgh Festivals’ digital capabilities.

Reel Talks are a series of in depth discussions about films and filmmaking

THE PURPOSE
OF CONNECTION

This in-person event will follow the film screening of
Fathom and will be included as part of your film ticket.
Saturday 21 August / 14:20
Price: FREE with purchase of a ticket to watch
Fathom (p51) at Filmhouse

The oldest cultures are not human…
In this special event we explore the purpose and power of
connection and how broadening our understanding of the
natural world, and how other species communicate, can lead
us to a greater understanding of human connection.
Drawing inspiration from Fathom (p51) and the pioneering
research of Dr Ellen Garland and Dr Michelle Fournet on the
function of humpback whale song and communication, the
conversation will also highlight women in STEM, climate change
and compassionate filmmaking at its finest.
Panellists will include Dr. Ellen Garland, Royal Society University
Research Fellow at the University of St. Andrews alongside
experts in the fields of Communication, Conservation and
Animal Culture.
This event will directly follow a screening of Fathom (p51).
When you buy a ticket for the film screening, you automatically
gain access to the discussion event. You cannot access the
talk without buying a ticket for the film screening.
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Reel Talks are a series of in depth discussions about films and filmmaking

DAUGHTERS OF
EAST AFRICA

This is an online event on www.filmhouseathome.com
Available from Monday 23rd August
Price: £4

Join us online, where we bring together some of East Africa’s
most exciting female filmmaking talent. This online event is
supported by an online showcase of our speakers’ work on the
EIFF platform. Hosted by Liz Chege, Festival Director of Africa
in Motion, we will look at how African women are telling their
stories to offer radically different images of themselves and
their coming of age experiences.
Speakers include: Marie Clementine Dusabejambo (A Place
for Myself), Wanjeri Gakuru (Nielimishe) and Judy Kibinge
(Coming of Age)
This is an online event. There are three accompanying
online short films, with the event and films sold as one ticket
bundle. To buy a ticket for the online short films and event,
please visit our online platform www.filmhouseathome.com
This event is part of Film Feels Hopeful, a UK-wide cinema
season, supported by the National Lottery and BFI Film
Audience Network.
Explore all films and events at www.filmfeels.co.uk
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Reel Talks are a series of in depth discussions about films and filmmaking

THE WHOLE PICTURE:
ADJUSTING THE LENS
OF HISTORY

This pre-recorded discussion will be shown after the film
screening of Rebel Dykes on Friday 20 August at 17:45,
it will be part of your ticket.
The pre-recorded discussion will also be available
as part of your online ticket on
www.filmhouseathome.com
Price: FREE with purchase of a ticket to watch
Rebel Dykes (p56) in person or online

This special event will consider the history and vital
importance of documenting crucial (and often deliberately
omitted) events, groups and periods from our collective past.
It will seek to explore how we document and archive as a
culture nowadays, especially in this time of ever-growing
digital material and content.
Guiding this conversation will be Siobhan Fahey, Archive
Producer of Rebel Dykes and panellists will include awardwinning playwright Hannah Lavery (Lament for Sheku Bayoh).
Rebel Dykes is screening as part of EIFF 2021, both in
person and online. Visit www.edfilmfest.org.uk
to buy a ticket for the film.
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Reel Talks are a series of in depth discussions about films and filmmaking

HONG KONG &
THE FIGHT FOR
21ST CENTURY
DEMOCRACY

This pre-recorded discussion will be shown after the
film screening of Faceless on Monday 23 August at
20:30 – this is included with your ticket.
The pre-recorded discussion will also be available
as part of your online ticket on
www.filmhouseathome.com
Price: FREE with purchase of a ticket to watch
Faceless (p50) in person or online

Hong Kong has, since the 19th century, been a place apart
within East Asia. Over 150 years of British governance gave
way to China’s ‘one country, two systems’ administration in
July 1997. China’s rise to global economic superpower has
reshaped 21st century international relations, increasingly
reframing Hong Kong as the frontline of a battle between
different governmental and economic systems that has
potentially global consequences.
Dr Catherine Jones (University of St Andrews) chairs this timely
discussion about the future of Hong Kong democracy with a
panel of experts including: Baroness Helena Kennedy, Dr Victor
Fan (King’s College London), Jennifer Ngo (Director, Faceless)
and Evan Fowler (co-founder Hong Kong Free Press).
This is a pre-recorded event associated with the film
Faceless. To find out more about the film and to buy
tickets please visit p50 or www.edfilmfest.org.uk
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FREE outdoor screenings in St Andrew Square, from 19—25 August / Tickets are free, but you must book online at – www.edfilmfest.org.uk
From Hollywood blockbusters to award-winning musicals, and family films to 90s classics, there’s something for every film fan across Edinburgh.
THURSDAY 19 AUGUST
12:00
14:45
17:30
20:15

The Wizard of Oz
Clueless
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
Star Wars: Episode IV – A New Hope

MONDAY 23 AUGUST		

U
12
12A
U

FRIDAY 20 AUGUST		
12:00
15:00

18:00
20:30

The Goonies
Lessons of the Hour – Frederick Douglass
(Issac Julien – Edinburgh Art Festival partnered screening)
Edinburgh’s Talking About Jamie – Special Event
(Outdoor celebration prior to screening of Everybody’s
Talking About Jamie, including drag queen entertainment)
The Rocky Horror Picture Show

SATURDAY 21 AUGUST
11:00
14:00
17:00
19:15

Grease Sing-a-long
Mamma Mia!
Hunt for the Wilderpeople
Star Wars: Episode V – The Empire Strikes Back

SUNDAY 22 AUGUST
11:00
13:45
16:45
20:00

Frozen Sing-a-long
E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial
Star Wars: Episode VI– Return of the Jedi
Amélie

12:00
15:00
17:30
20:30

A League of Their Own
Restless Natives
Bend It Like Beckham
Bridget Jones’s Diary

PG
PG
12A
15

TUESDAY 24 AUGUST		

12A
12A

1200
1445
1745
2045

N/A
12A

WEDNESDAY 25 AUGUST		

PG
PG
12A
PG
PG
U
U
15

12:00
14:45
17:30
20:15

Singin’ In the Rain
Murder on the Orient Express
Moulin Rouge!
Fast Times at Ridgemont High

Casablanca
Sleepless in Seattle
Hairspray
Superman

– Chosen by EIFF Youth team as part of
their retrospective 21 21 21 archive project.
More info on p62 and 63.

U
PG
12A
15
U
PG
PG
PG

TIPPING
OUR HAT
TO THE BOLD
AND THE BRAVE
Johnnie Walker is a proud host of the
Edinburgh International Film Festival

EVERYBODY’S
TALKING ABOUT
JAMIE
Jonathan Butterell / UK / 2019 / 120 min / English
Cast: Max Harwood, Sarah Lancashire, Lauren Patel,
Shobna Gulati, Ralph Ineson, Adeel Akhtar, Samuel
Bottomley, with Sharon Horgan and Richard E. Grant
Friday 20 August / 20:00 / Festival Theatre – Main Hall
Price: Pay What You Can – Choose between £2.00 / £5.00 /
£7.50 / £10.00 depending on what you can afford.
This model aims to increase opportunities to access EIFF.
Certificate: 12A / Contains infrequent strong language and
mild sex references

An fabulous adaptation of the popular
West End musical.
Director Jonathan Butterell transitions from his musical
success to feature directorial debut. Based upon a real-life
story, 16-year-old Jamie overcomes prejudice to fulfil his
ambition to become a drag queen. Butterell creates a raucous,
joyous feel-good comedy musical. Watch for Richard E. Grant’s
interpretation of Hugo Battersby aka Loco Chanelle!

Special Preview Screening

Edinburgh International Film Festival 18—25 August 2021. Book here: www.edfilmfest.org.uk

Features

17

ABSOLUTE DENIAL
Ryan Braund / UK / 2021 / 71 min / English
Cast: Nick Eriksen, Jeremy J.Smith-Sebasto,
Harry Dyer, Heather Gonzalez, Jef Leeson
Sunday 22 August / 18:50 / Filmhouse 2
Monday 23 August / 21:00 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A / Contains moderate violence, threat
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

Speculative sci-fi animation turns AI nightmare.
This gripping story opens with the steps that genius computer
programmer David takes to isolate himself from other people,
while building a super-computer off grid. Knowing that the
algorithm he is writing has potential to be dangerous, David
takes measures to contain the threat, isolating the AI in a local
network and building in a kill switch. He works day and night
to try to write a safe version of the programme, which can be
released into the world. As the days pass however, he becomes
more tired, while the programme he has created grows in
knowledge and logic, threatening to outpace its creator.

UK Premiere
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UK Premiere

ANNETTE
Leos Carax / France, Germany, Belgium,
Japan, Mexico / 2020 / 140 min / English
Cast: Marion Cotillard, Adam Driver
Saturday 21 August / 18:15 / Filmhouse 1
Saturday 21 August / 18:35 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains sex and mild violence

Image TBC
Rock Opera by Evergreen Film Auteur of
Holy Motors and The Lovers on the Bridge.
Pop legends the Sparks Brothers, Ron and Russell Mael,
co-wrote this musical, reaching out to French Cinema enfant
terrible Leos Carax (Les Amants du Pont-Neuf, Holy Motors)
to direct. The film chronicles the relationship between an
alluring opera singer (Marion Cotillard), a flailing comedian
(Adam Driver) and their new-born daughter Annette, the latter
witnessing drastic career changes as she grows up, along with
unexpected twists in the family dynamics. Starring Marion
Cotillard (Inception, La vie en Rose) and Adam Driver (Marriage
Story, upcoming House of Gucci), Annette opened the
Cannes Film Festival last month with a roar.
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BALLAD OF A
WHITE COW

(GHASIDEYEH GAVE SEFID)
Maryam Moghaddam, Behtash Sanaeeha /
Iran, France / 2021 / 105 min / Farsi with subtitles
Cast: Maryam Moghaddam , Alireza Sani Far,
Pouria Rahimi Sam, Avin Poor Raoufi
Monday 23 August / 18:40 / Filmhouse 1
Tuesday 24 August / 21:35 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

A woman seeks justice following the execution
of her husband.
Maryam Moghaddam (Jafar Panahi’s Closed Curtain) plays Mina, a
widow on a quest for justice. Her journey brings her into contact with
Reza (Alireza Sanifar), one of the judges who condemned her husband
to his execution. As their two lives intersect, she seeks to clear her
dead husband’s name, the story carried by the emotionally compelling
performances delivered by Moghaddam and Sanifar. Ballad of a White
Cow competed at the Berlin International Film Festival where it was
recognised with an Audience Award. Co-directed by Moghaddam
and Behtash Sanaeeha, this powerful drama is in the vein of social
realism appreciated in contemporary Iranian cinema.

UK Premiere
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THE BETA TEST
Jim Cummings, PJ McCabe / USA / 2021 /
93 min / English
Cast: Jim Cummings, Virginia Newcomb,
PJ McCabe, Wilky Lau
Friday 20 August / 21:05 / Filmhouse 2
Saturday 21 August / 15:00 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains violence, sex, nudity, strong
language, threat
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

Wicked satirical thriller set in Los Angeles.
Shortly before his wedding, ruthless talent agent Jordan
receives a mysterious envelope offering sex with a stranger
in a hotel room. No. Strings. Attached. Initially amused, then
intrigued, he becomes obsessed by the idea of a secret erotic
adventure and impulsively accepts. But will he regret his
choices when his meticulous, superficial world threatens to
collapse under the weight of his burgeoning lies?

UK Premiere
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THE BRIGHT SIDE
Ruth Meehan / Ireland / 2020 / 98 min / English
Cast: Gemma Leah Devereux, Siobhan Cullen,
Derbhle Crotty, Barbara Brennan, Karen Egan,
Tom Vaughan-Lawlor, Kevin McGahern
Thursday 19 August / 18:30 / Filmhouse 2
Friday 20 August / 21:20 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains moderate strong language,
nudity and sex
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

A stand-up comedian with reasons to be cheerful.
Cynical stand-up, Kate, has lost her way, but she gains friends
and a new perspective on life when she goes through cancer
treatment with an unlikely band of companions. Ruth Meehan’s
comedy drama is a funny and poignant debut feature. The
director draws on the personal experience of herself and
her crew to deliver a believable story of everyday women –
thrown together in the worst circumstances, finding the best
in themselves and each other.
Ruth Meehan is returning to EIFF with her first feature after
winning a commendation for her short film, Numb. A warm,
amusing and moving new Irish film from a director to watch.

UK Premiere
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THE DEER KING
(SHIKA NO OU)

Masashi Ando, Masayuki Miyaji / Japan / 2021
120 min / Japanese with subtitles
Sunday 22 August / 15:20 / Filmhouse 1
Monday 23 August / 15:30 / Filmhouse 1
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A / Contains mild animated violence

Directorial debut of character designer for
Princess Mononoke and Spirited Away.
In the land of the Empire of Zol, wild dogs once carried the
deadly Black Wolf Fever. Enslaved ex-soldier Van and a young
girl named Yuna, both bitten, were the sole survivors of a fierce
attack and escaped. As the deadly disease runs rampant, they
ally with Hohsalle, a gifted physician, searching for a cure for the
disease that is spreading among the Zolian settlers.

UK Premiere
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EUROPA
Haider Rashid / Iraq, Italy, Kuwait / 2021
72 min / Arabic, English, Bulgarian with subtitles
Cast: Adam Ali
Friday 20 August / 18:30 / Filmhouse 1
Sunday 22 August / 21:20 / Filmhouse 1
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains mild threat and violence
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

A young Iraqi refugee attempts to enter
Europe by foot.
Kamal, played by British-Libyan Adam Ali (Manchester-based
actor seen in Apple TV+’s Little America), is an Iraqi young
man migrating into Europe on foot. Merciless wilderness and
human corruption combine to discourage him from crossing
the dangerous border between Turkey and Bulgaria. Captured
by a group of Bulgarian vigilantes calling themselves Migrant
Hunters, Kamal manages to escape and run for his life, but the
next encounter may be doom or salvation. Europa had its world
premiere in the Directors’ Fortnight in Cannes this year.

UK Premiere
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UK Premiere

EVEN MICE BELONG
IN HEAVEN
Jan Bubenícek, Denisa Grimmová Abrhámová /
France / 2021 / 80 min / English
Saturday 21 August / 10:30 / Filmhouse 1
Price: £5.00
Certificate: PG

Image TBC
A stop-motion animation film for children and
parents adapted from a beloved best-seller.
Following an accident, little mouse Whizzy and fox Whitebelly
meet up in animal paradise. In this new world, they must
relinquish their old animal intuitions and follow a path to a
new life. Having lost their natural instincts, the fox and mouse
grow pally and overcome what would normally be hailed as an
impossible friendship. This delightful tale for young children
and stop-motion animation lovers alike is about hope and
courage and includes an impressive 100-plus puppet
characters and 11 sets! It was presented at the Annecy
International Film Festival in June.
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UK Premiere

THE JUSTICE OF
BUNNY KING
Gaysorn Thavat / New Zealand / 2020 / 101 min / English
Cast: Essie Davis, Thomasin McKenzie
Friday 20 August / 18:15 / Filmhouse 2
Sunday 22 August / 21:30 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A / Contains implied sexual violence
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

Image TBC
An empowered and delightfully crafty
mother’s epic fight against the system.
Bunny King is a “homeless squeegee bandit, but sexy,” as
described by lead actress Essie Davis (The Babadook) in a
recent interview. Bunny is a mother of two, battling the system
to reunite with her young daughter Shannon and teenage son
Reuben. A broader family confrontation leads her to take her
niece Tonyah (Jojo Rabbit’s Thomasin McKenzie) under her
wing. With the world against them, Bunny’s fight with social
services has just begun. A powerful drama about a single
mother with a troubled past aiming for a brighter future, recently
presented at the Tribeca and Sydney Film Festivals.
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MAD GOD
Phil Tippett / USA / 2021 / 83 min / English
Saturday 21 August / 15:40 / Filmhouse 2
Monday 23 August / 22:00 / Filmhouse 1
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains animated violence
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

From the man behind Star Wars’ most
iconic creatures.
Mad God is a stop-motion film set in a Miltonesque world of
monsters, scientists, and war pigs. The assassin journeys
through subterranean chambers where he meets a world of
tortured souls, decrepit bunkers and wretched monstrosities.
Young Tippett found inspiration from legendary visual effects
designer Ray Harryhausen, whose work is currently featured
in an exhibition at the National Galleries Scotland. More than
30 years in the making, Oscar®-winner Tippett’s project
comes to Edinburgh following its presentation at the Locarno
International Film Festival earlier this month where Tippett
received the Vision Award Ticinomoda.

UK Premiere

Edinburgh International Film Festival 18—25 August 2021. Book here: www.edfilmfest.org.uk

Features

27

THE MAN WHO
SOLD HIS SKIN
Kaouther Ben Hania / Tunisia, France, Germany,
Belgium, Sweden, Turkey / 2020 / 104 min /
English, Arabic, French, Flemish with subtitles
Cast: Yahya Mahayni, Dea Liane,
Koen De Bouw, Monica Bellucci
Sunday 22 August / 18:30 / Filmhouse 1
Tuesday 24 August / 21:00 / Filmhouse 2
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A

Would you sell your body for a visa?
Oscar®-nominee for Best International Feature Film and the
first Muslim woman to achieve this distinction, Tunisian director
Kaouther Ben Hania introduces a thought-provoking story of a
Syrian migrant’s skin-deep consciousness about what it takes
to find the love of his life in Europe. Is the contemporary artist
who contracts refugee Sam Ali (Yahya Mahayni) as his latest
living piece of art liberating him from a doomed fate back home,
or enslaving him through objectification on display in museums
around the world?

UK Premiere
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MANDIBLES
Quentin Dupieux / France / 2019 / 78 min /
French with subtitles
Cast: Grégoire Ludig, David Marsais, Adèle Exarchopoulos
Saturday 21 August / 21:40 / Filmhouse 1
Monday 23 August / 18:00 / Filmhouse 2
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A / Contains mild bad language

With music from Metronomy, this absurdist
deadpan comedy is sure to create a buzz!
Don’t we all dream of discovering a giant fly in the trunk of
our car, domesticating it and making big money?! Quentin
Dupieux (Rubber) presents his latest surreal comedy where
absurdism is the new normal. Our two losers Manu & Jean Gab
gate-crash the holiday home of a group of friends in Provence,
with their giant fly in tow. As havoc ensues, Dupieux’s humour
would make the Farrelly Brothers proud!

UK Premiere
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MARTYRS LANE
Ruth Platt / UK / 2021 / 97 min / English
Cast: Denise Gough, Steven Cree,
Anastasia Hille, Hannah Rae
Friday 20 August / 21:30 / Filmhouse 1
Sunday 22 August / 18:00 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains, threat, disturbing images,
dangerous behaviour
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

A psychologically driven, haunted house story.
After being nominated for the Michael Powell Award in 2019
with The Black Forest, Ruth Platt returns to EIFF with a timeless,
emotionally led ghost story.
The rambling vicarage where ten-year-old Leah lives, is a
magnet for homeless and needy parishioners, who monopolise
her mother’s time. Overlooked by her busy parents, bullied by
her older sister, lonely child Leah is delighted when she makes a
new friend. But when she is talked into taking something which
doesn’t belong to her, she sets off a train of events that might
make her worst nightmares come true.
Tension and dread underpin this atmospheric horror story,
which will further build Platt’s profile as a skilful genre film
maker to watch.

UK Premiere
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THE NIGHT HOUSE
David Bruckner / USA / 2020 / 107 min / English
Cast: Rebecca Hall, Sarah Goldberg, Stacy Martin
Thursday 19 August / 21:30 / Filmhouse 1
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains moderate violence

Psychological horror that will jolt your mind.
Beth lives alone in an idyllic and isolated house on a lake in New
York State. Searching for the reasons why her husband took
his own life, she discovers disturbing secrets from his past.
Rebecca Hall (The Town) is at the centre of this suspenseful
thriller where the obvious isn’t what it appears. Director
David Bruckner (V/H/S) returns to EIFF with this complex,
psychological thriller, which first premiered at the Sundance
Film Festival.

UK Premiere
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NINJABABY
(FALLTEKNIKK)

Yngvild Sve Flikke / Norway / 2021 / 103 min /
Norwegian with subtitles
Cast: Kristine Kujath Thorp, Arthur Berning, Nader Khademi
Friday 20 August / 13:15 / Filmhouse 1
Saturday 21 August / 22:00 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains drug misuse, moderate bad
language, discreet sexual activity
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

Comedy about family, friends and an
unexpected baby.
Rakel is an independently-minded 23-year-old cartoonist
(played by artist Kristine Kujath Thorp). Pregnant and too
late for abortion, it’s a big personal NO for her to have an
unexpected child entering her life. When an animated cartoon
baby suddenly appears, she embarks on a humorous journey,
encountering new people and circumstances that might
actually help her make up her mind or not

UK Premiere
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THE ROAD DANCE
Richie Adams / UK / 2021 / 116 min / English
Cast: Hermione Corfield, Morven Christie,
Mark Gatiss, Sean Gilder
Tuesday 24 August / 17:45 / Filmhouse 1
Wednesday 25 August / 15:00 / Filmhouse 2
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains implied sexual violence
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

Pre WW1 tale set on the Isle of Lewis.
Kirsty Mcleod is a young woman, coming of age in a small island
community in the years before WW1. She dreams of the wider
world and a life away from the harsh land and strict religion
of her island home. Tragedy strikes twice, once when she is
violently attacked at a village party and once again, when her
boyfriend is sent to war. Inspired by a true story, the film offers
a look at the rhythms of Hebridean island life at the turn of the
twentieth century.

World Premiere

Edinburgh International Film Festival 18—25 August 2021. Book here: www.edfilmfest.org.uk

Features

33

SKIES OF
LEBANON

(SOUS LE CIEL D’ALICE)
Chloé Mazlo / France / 2020 / 90 min /
French, Arabic, Italian with subtitles
Cast: Alba Rohrwacher, Wajdi Mouawad
Tuesday 24 August / 21:50 / Filmhouse 1
Wednesday 25 August / 15:45 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

After years of bliss, the civil war in Lebanon
threatens a family in the 1950s.
Young Alice, played by Alba Rohrwacher (Happy as
Lazzaro and Hungry Hearts), leaves her native Swiss
mountains for sunny and vibrant Beirut. She falls madly in
love with Joseph, an unusual and offbeat astrophysicist intent
on sending the first Lebanese into space. Set in the mid-fifties,
this Mediterranean story is depicted with delicate touches by
French-Lebanese filmmaker Chloé Mazlo, a graphic design
student specialising in animated film directing techniques.
Skies of Lebanon was selected for Cannes 2020 Critics’ Week.

UK Premiere
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STOP-ZEMLIA
Kateryna Gornostai / Ukraine / 2021
122 min / Ukrainian with subtitles
Cast: Maria Fedorchenko, Yana Isaienko,
Oleksandr Ivanov, Arsenii Markov
Sunday 22 August / 15:45 / Filmhouse 2
Tuesday 24 August / 18:30 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

If you don’t dare, you will never know.
Beautifully shot with authenticity, Stop-Zemlia offers an intimate
look into adolescent turmoil. We particularly loved the film’s
blend of documentary and fiction, as it blurs the line between
the great assemble cast and their characters. Stop-Zemlia is
EIFF Youth’s pick from this year’s programme for our 21 21 21
archive project. Find out more about the 21 21 21 archive
project on p62 & 63 – the EIFF Youth team

UK Premiere
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MARTYRS LANE
Dir. Ruth Platt

PROUD TO
SUPPORT
EIFF 2021
Congratulations to the following
National Lottery funded films in selection
MARTYRS LANE
Dir. Ruth Platt

SHAGBANDS
Dir. Luna Carmoon

THE LAST DAYS
Dir. Dipo Baruwa-Etti

THE SHIFT
Dir. Laura Carreira

PRECIOUS HAIR & BEAUTY
Dir. John Ogunmuyiwa

VERISIMILITUDE
Dir. David Proud

ROUGH
Dirs. Adam Patterson, Declan Lawn

Shorts will be screened online on Filmhouse at Home: www.filmhouseathome.com

Sponsored by Innis & Gunn, with support from the Culture & Business Fund Scotland, managed by Arts & Business Scotland.

BRIDGING THE GAP: MOBILE

IMAGININGS

Available from 16:00 / Sunday 22 August / 66 min
Price: £8.00

Available from 16:00 / Thursday 19 August / 80 min
Price: £8.00

From a year in which everything felt at a standstill, get
transported by these brand new shorts on the theme of
mobility from the brightest Scottish and Northern Irish talent.
A playful and intimate exploration of face-blindness. An
endurance race with young female athletes. A family-run haven
for foreign fishermen in North East Scotland. An atmospheric
portrait of labour and land in the West Country. Two cousins
reconnect after seeing their paths separated by the war
in Syria.

Animated shorts that delve into the recesses of the human mind.
This selection of shorts presents a glimpse into the human mind,
and the memories, anxieties and yearnings of the characters we
encounter. From unspoken urges to frank exchanges around longing
and loneliness, the mind’s attempts to suppress traumatic memory
or make sense of the horror, and above all else the manifestation of
psychological states, so beautifully brought to life through animation.

The Bayview / Daniel Cook / UK / 2021 / 18 min / English, Fante (Akan) with subtitles
Born in Damascus / Laura Wadha / UK / 2021 / 16 min / English, Arabic with subtitles
Prosopagnosia / Steven Fraser / UK / 2021 / 10 min / English
Run With Her / Lia Campbell / UK / 2021 / 13 min / English
West Country / Rowan Ings / UK / 2021 / 9 min / English

Are You Still Watching? / Alex Cardy, Kitty Chrystal, Tali Polichtuk / Australia / 2021 / 6 min / English
C / Marion Täschler/ Switzerland / 2020 / 5 min / German dialogue with subtitles
CANDY CAN / Anton Octavian / Romania / 2020 / 9 min / No dialogue
Ghosts / Jee-youn Park / South Korea / 2020 / 10 min / Korean with subtitles
Have a Nice Dog! / Jalal Maghout / Germany, Syria / 2020 / 13 min / Arabic with subtitles
Push This Button if You Begin to Panic / Gabriel Böhmer / UK / 2020 / 13 min / English
Silvering / Eilidh Nicoll / UK / 2021 / 6 min / No dialogue
Soft Animals / Renee Zhan / UK / 2021 / 3 min / English
Souvenir Souvenir / Bastien Dubois / France / 2020 / 15 min / French with subtitles

CW: depiction of violence, blood, rape, implied child abuse, swearing, PTSD, military violence,
refugees drowning, the conflict in Syria and the pandemic.
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FAMILY VALUES

ONE STEP AT A TIME

Available from 16:00 / Thursday 19 August / 79 min
Price: £8.00

Available from 16:00 / Friday 20 August / 80 min
Price: £8.00

Looking at the way that lives are shaped by values handed-down.
Animations that examine the family and the values, beliefs, and
behaviours passed down by generations, and in some cases
challenged by the new generation. The complexities of adult-child
relationships are scrutinised by both adult and child protagonists,
alongside a consideration of the wider influence that cultural
attitudes have on personal lives. At the core of these films is
connection, whether it be to Mother Earth or to our kith and kin.

Talk a walk with us. Take a look at the lives around you.
This programme is about movement, whether that is literal travel
or progress more figuratively. These films are snapshots of lives:
we see stories of immigration, both the journey to somewhere new
and the return to an old home. We delve into family memory and
the process of grief, we visit various generations of women and
we join people working with nature and others struggling in
capitalist structures.

CW: infanticide/child death, bullying, violence.

Chuj Boys of Summer / Max Walker-Silverman / USA, Guatemala / 2020 / 16 min /
Chuj with subtitles
Fático / Julieta Duchovny / Argentina / 2020 / 7 min / No dialogue
Gazes from Beyond the Grave / Susanne Dietz / Germany, UK / 2019 / 10 min /
German with subtitles
Nha Mila / Denise Fernandes / Portugal, Switzerland / 2020 / 18 min / Cape Verdean Creole,
Portuguese with subtitles
Please Don’t Ask Me Why / Yang Gun-young / South Korea / 2020 / 13 min /
Korean with subtitles
Pole Žin / Marie Lukáčová, Anna Remešová / Czech Republic / 2020 / 8 min /
Czech with subtitles
The Sun is Missing / Advik Beni / South Africa, USA / 2021 / 8 min / Zulu with subtitles

Affairs of the Arts / Joanna Quinn / UK, Canada / 2021 / 16 min / English with subtitles
BA / Svetlana Flippova / Russia / 2020 / 15 min / Russian with subtitles
The Dog with Wings (7) / Sanjana Chandrasekhar / UK / 2020 / 3 min / English
The Fourfold / Alisi Telengut / Canada / 2020 / 7 min / Mongolian with subtitles
The Hangman at Home / Michelle and Uri Kranot / France, Denmark, Canada / 2021 /
14 min / English
KKUM / Kang-min Kim / South Korea, USA / 2020 / 9 min / Korean with subtitles
Step into the River / Weijia Ma / China, France / 2020 / 15 min / Chinese with subtitles
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VISIONS

BLACK BOX: INTERCONNECTIONS

Available from 16:00 / Friday 20 August / 83 min
Price: £8.00

Available from 16:00 / Saturday 21 August / 71 min
Price: £8.00

Where does the present moment end and our future begin?
In this programme short filmmakers explore the possibilities of
reality. We start in a familiar setting, a high street hair salon and
then we twist and turn, through virtual lives, dystopian visions that
could be the here and now. We watch the power of resistance
through the eyes of a science fiction author, then imagine a world
without the scars of a colonial past and finally we land somewhere
completely strange and yet familiar.

A programme of short films exploring collaboration,
communication and interrelation.
With their fluid approach to structure and close attention to
rhythm, the films in this programme, demonstrate different ways
of expressing connection and interconnection – with oneself, with
another, between humans and non-humans, and with both the
urban environment and natural surroundings. They ask us to be
attentive to the relationship between exterior and interior worlds,
transforming perception through new languages of observation
and contemplation.

The Last Days / Dipo Baruwa-Etti / UK / 2021 / 13 min | English
my favorite software is being here / Alison Nguyen / USA / 2021 / 19 min / English
OCTAVIA’S VISIONS / Zara Zandieh / Germany / 2021 / 18 min / English, German with subtitles
Only Yesterday / Sione Monū / New Zealand / 2020 / 8 min / English
Precious Hair & Beauty / John Ogunmuyiwa / UK / 2021 / 11 min / English, Yoruba
Tang Jër / Selly Raby Kane / Senegal / 2020 / 14 min / Wolof with subtitles

A Month of Single Frames / Lynne Sachs / USA / 2019 / 14 min / English
Autoficción / Laida Lertxundi / USA, Spain, New Zealand / 2020 / 14 min /
English, Spanish with subtitles
Of This Beguiling Membrane / Charlotte Pryce / USA / 2020 / 5 min / English
Redbird and other birds / Julieta María / Canada / 2019 / 13 min / English
LE RÊVE / Peter Conrad Beyer / Germany / 2020 / 8 min / No dialogue
Signal 8 / Simon Liu / Hong Kong / 2020 / 14 min / No dialogue
Tri-Alogue #4 / Caryn Cline, Linda Fenstermaker, Reed O’Beirne / USA / 2020 /
3 min / No dialogue
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BLACK BOX: INTERRUPTIONS
Available from 16:00 / Saturday 21 August / 54 min
Price: £8.00
Images that explode the confines of the cinematic frame,
employing creative interventions in order to playfully
confound aesthetic expectations.
Nine immersive works that engage with, reconfigure or subvert
the grammar and processes of moving image making, applying
the tools of repetition, layering, circularity and physical contact,
to strikingly inventive ends. In considering cinematic space as
a sensory landscape, the filmstrip is explored as a vibrant site
of tactile interactions and transformation; reactivating archival
ephemera, harnessing the artisanal processes of early cinematic
innovation, and powerfully entangling politics and aesthetics.
Aberración Cromática / Andrés Baron / Colombia, France / 2020 / 4 min / No dialogue
Further Radical / Stefano Canapa / France / 2020 / 7 min / No dialogue
How a Sprig of Fir Would Replace a Feather / Anna Kipervaser / USA / 2019 / 8 min / No dialogue
Kopierwerk / Stefanie Weberhofer / Austria / 2020 / 7 min / No dialogue
Lost Child Reel / Rhys Morgan / USA / 2019 / 9 min / No dialogue
noonwraith blues / Kamila Kuc / UK, USA / 2020 / 3 min / No dialogue
SEA 404 / Cherlyn Hsing-Hsin Liu, Michael Pisaro / USA / 2019 / 3 min / No dialogue
Stripes / Ann Oren / Germany / 2019 / 5 min / No dialogue
THORAX / Siegfried A. Fruhauf / Austria / 2019 / 8 min / No dialogue / CW Contains strobe lighting

SHORTCUTS — VIEWS FROM THE
FOUR NATIONS (VUES DES 4 NATIONS)
Available from 16:00 / Sunday 22 August / 122 min
Price: £8.00

Programmed by Dinard Festival of British Film, a French film festival
celebrating British cinema, whose collaboration with EIFF adds a
distinct dimension to our endeavours to present not only excellent
short films, but to further the understanding of the complexities of
British society.
ALLOWED / Zillah Bowes / UK / 2021 / 3 min / English
Bound / Joe Carter / UK / 2020 / 13 min / English
Jambo Cinema / Dawinder Bansal, Anthony Davies / UK / 2019 / 10 min / English
Keith Water / Izzy Gibbs / UK / 2020 / 5 min / English
One for the Road / Eileen Tracey / UK / 2021 / 16 min / English, Welsh
Opal / Kirsty McLean / UK / 2020 / 13 min / English
Rough / Adam Patterson, Declan Lawn / UK / 2020 / 13 min / English with subtitles
SHAGBANDS / Luna Carmoon / UK / 2020 / 18 min / English
The Shift / Laura Carreira / Portugal, UK / 2020 / 9 min / English
Stop Nineteen / Danielle Swindells / UK / 2019 / 8 min / English
Verisimilitude / David Proud / UK / 2020 / 13 min / English

Edinburgh International Film Festival 18—25 August 2021. Book here: www.edfilmfest.org.uk

Shorts

40

Shorts will be screened online on Filmhouse at Home: www.filmhouseathome.com

EIFF YOUTH NEW VISIONS SHORT
FILM COMPETITION 2021

EDINBURGH & LOTHIANS SCHOOLS
FILM COMPETITION 2021

Friday 20 August / 19:00 / 90 min / 15 / Contains mild drug
references, mild bad language, mild sexual reference
FREE on Filmhouse at Home and EIFF TV YouTube Channel

Sunday 22 August / 12:00 / 120 mins / PG
FREE on EIFF TV YouTube Channel and at bit.ly/ScreenEducation

New Visions brings the freshest voices in Scottish film to
the global stage.
We invited 15–25 year-old filmmakers from across Scotland to
submit their latest work to the EIFF Youth New Visions Short Film
Competition. This showcase has been carefully selected by the
EIFF Youth team, and promises to be entertaining, thought provoking
and inspirational. Three awards are up for grabs, with the winners
announced after the screening in a special Q&A event.
An Taigh Solais / Alina Brust / UK / 2021 / 5 min / Scots Gaelic with subtitles
Dreamscape / Emer Gallagher / UK / 2021 / 5 min / English
Evening Plans / Nathaniel Brimmer-Beller / UK / 2021 / 5 min / English
Fart Car / Fraser Scott / UK / 2021 / 9 min / English
The Grove / Craig Brownie, Nathaniel Duff / UK / 2020 / 13 min / English
Lussevaka / Johanna Sutherland / UK, Sweden / 2020 / 9 min / No dialogue
Moving Out Through Stars / Holly Summerson / UK / 2021 / 8 min / English
Soothe / Rowan Abbott, Poppy Payne / UK / 2021 / 5 min / English
You Will Never Walk Alone / Jagoda Tiok / UK, Poland / 2021 / 9 min / English, Polish with subtitles
CW: graphic images related to abortion, violence

Thanks to Procam Take 2 and Culture &
Business Fund Scotland for their support.

Our annual schools’ competition returns with a special online
showcase celebrating local film making talent.
Together with our partners Screen Education Edinburgh and Arts
and Creative Learning, City of Edinburgh Council, we invited young
people from nurseries, primary, secondary and special schools
in Edinburgh and the Lothians to submit their short films to EIFF’s
annual competition. Shortlisted films are then chosen by our
Youth Jury, who will present their picks in this online screening and
announce the winners across a range of categories.
Edinburgh & Lothians Schools
Film Competition is part of the
EIFF Youth programme.
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Edinburgh International Film Festival

Whether it’s music, food, art and culture, or sport, Scotland has a wide variety of events for you to experience and enjoy, either online or
in-person. Here are just some of the virtual, hybrid and in-person events you can experience over the coming months, which are proudly
supported by EventScotland:
Edinburgh International Film Festival (18 – 25 August)
Edinburgh Art Festival (29 July – 29 August)
Edinburgh International Book Festival (14 – 30 August)
Perth Highland Games (29 August)
The Gathering (4 September)
To find more events, go to VISITSCOTLAND.COM/EVENTS.
Please check event websites for the latest information.

A MAN CALLED
ADAM
Leo Penn / USA / 1966 / 102 min / English
Cast: Sammy Davis Jr., Louis Armstrong,
Ossie Davis, Cicely Tyson
Friday 20 August / 15:15 / Filmhouse 2
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15

A successful jazz musician is confronted by
his past.
With talents such as Sammy Davis Jr, Louis Armstrong, Ossie
Davis, Cicely Tyson and Mel Torme, this 1966 musical is also
notable as the first major film produced by an African American.
Sammy Davis Jr. plays the self destructive title character beset
by racism, alcoholism and poor health. With a supporting cast
including Louis Armstrong, Cicely Tyson, Mel Torme and Peter
Lawford, and with songs such as “All That Jazz”, “Back O’Town
Blues” and “Whisper To One”, this little known film in Britain is a
wonderful discovery.
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THE SERVANT
Joseph Losey / UK / 1963 / 115 min / English
Cast: Dirk Bogarde, Sarah Miles, Wendy Craig
Thursday 19 August / 15:00 / Filmhouse 1
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15

James Fox is the upper-class toff who is subjected
to a ruthless campaign of manipulation and
domination by his manservant.
Joseph Losey’s psychological thriller, based on a short story
by Robin Maugham and a script by Harold Pinter, was the first
of four collaborations between director and screenwriter.
While the gay undertones are far more subtle than in Victim,
which Bogarde made two years earlier, the ability of cinema
to challenge societal attitudes in the mid 1960s is here once
again and played brilliantly by Dirk Bogarde, a closeted gay man
himself. Losey turns the British obsession with class and status
into a study of the sinister and corrupt.
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LA STRADA
Federico Fellini / Italy / 1954 / 108 min / Italian with subtitles
Cast: Giulietta Masina, Anthony Quinn
Wednesday 25 August / 14:30 / Filmhouse 1
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: PG

Fellini’s Oscar®-winning La Strada tells the story
of a young girl sold into marriage with a circus
strongman.
Fellini’s La Strada is, according to some, one of the most
influential films ever made. The film certainly launched Fellini’s
international career and won him the inaugural Best Foreign
Film Oscar® in 1957. Guilietta Massina (the real life Mrs. Fellini)
plays the heartbreakingly naïve Gelsomina sold into a marriage
and work with circus strongman Zampano.
Restored in 4K by the Criterion Collection in collaboration
with The Film Foundation and Cineteca di Bologna at
L’Immagine Ritrovata laboratory (Bologna) and Criterion
Post (New York). Elements provided by Beta Film.
Restoration funding provided by the Hollywood Foreign
Press Association.
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TWO CENTS
WORTH OF HOPE
(DUE SOLDI DI SPERANZA)

Renato Castellani / Italy / 1952 / 110 min / Italian with subtitles
Cast: Maria Fiore, Vincenzo Musolino, Filomena Russo
Monday 23 August / 15:00 / Filmhouse 2
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A

Love blossoms between a young village boy and
the daughter of a wealthy landowner.
Following his previous two films, Sotto il sole di Roma and
E primavera this is the third part of Castellani’s “Young Love”
trilogy. Two young lovers from different backgrounds triumph
over the objection of their parents in this post war Neapolitan
romantic comedy. The film shared the Grand Prix award at the
1952 Cannes Film Festival.
Restored in 4K by Cineteca di Bologna, in collaboration
with Compass Film, at L’Immagine Ritrovata laboratory.
Restoration funding provided by Ministero della Cultura.
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BOSCO
Alicia Cano Menoni / Uruguay, Italy / 2020 /
80 min / Italian, Spanish with subtitles
Thursday 19 August / 15:30 / Filmhouse 2
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: U
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

How does a tiny Italian village of 13 inhabitants
connect to a Uruguayan city an ocean away?
Buried in chestnut trees in the secluded heights of an isolated
valley, Bosco is a sleepy Italian village out of time. For the aging
inhabitants of the village there is so much tradition and heritage
to cling to, but to what end when everything is destined to
disappear? Across the other side of the Atlantic, the filmmaker’s
Grandfather Orlando is lost in the memories of the village he
grew up in. Over thirteen years, Alicia Cano Menoni creates a
magical cinematic bridge between these migrant memories
and the fable-like realities of the village she discovers in
languid decline.

UK Premiere
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BUDDY GUY:
THE BLUES CHASE
THE BLUES AWAY
Devin Chanda, Devin Amar, Charles Todd,
Matt Mitchener / USA / 2021 / 83 min / English
Sunday 22 August / 13:00 / Filmhouse 1
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A / Contains moderate but infrequent
strong language

The story of how a Louisiana sharecropper
became one of the most influential guitarists
of all time.
Premiering at the 2021 Tribeca Film Festival, this is a charming
and intimate story of one of the world’s greatest guitarists,
George “Buddy” Guy. Told both in his own words and through
contributions from a diverse range of personalities from
President Obama to Eric Clapton the film looks at how Buddy’s
life took him from 1940s Louisana sharecropping to the
Chicago blues scene, directly inspiring The Rolling Stones,
Jimmy Page and Eric Clapton. In addition to some great
archival footage, the film also includes some never before
seen performances from the man himself.

UK Premiere
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FACELESS
Jennifer Ngo / Hong Kong, USA / 2021
80 min / Cantonese, English with subtitles
Monday 23 August / 20:30 / Filmhouse 2
Wednesday 25 August / 13:30 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains violence and and scenes of protest
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

Hong Kong pro-democracy protestors forge
political community through anonymity.
In the pre-Covid days of 2019, people within Hong Kong
donned face masks as a means of fighting back against the
oppressive surveillance culture of mainland China. Jennifer
Ngo’s journalistic account of the protests that followed traces
the political journeys of four young Hong Kong citizens, who
are referred to as: The Student, The Artist, The Daughter and
The Believer. Between this quartet of portraits, and immersive
on-the-ground footage of the increasingly violent battles with
police, Ngo creates a film throbbing with the urgency of a
political moment that could well be a flashpoint for a much
wider conflict to come.

European Premiere
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FATHOM
Drew Xanthopoulos / USA / 2021
86 min / English
Saturday 21 August / 14:20 / Filmhouse 1
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: U

Scientists decode a song from the sea, giving
unique insight into the world of whales.
Dr. Michelle Fournet (Oregon State University) and Dr. Ellen
Garland (University of St Andrews) are two scientists focussing
on the study of humpback whales: their song, their culture and
their structures of communication. In Alaska, Fournet attempts
to open up a dialogue with humpback whales by playing
previous recordings of a distinctive ‘whoop’ sound. Meanwhile,
on the other side of the world in the south Pacific, Garland
uses their song to map out the whales’ journey across the vast
oceans. From hypothesis to groundbreaking experiences
in the field, Drew Xanthopoulous’ passionate documentary
showcases the curiosity, collaboration and dedication of
leading scientists in the dynamic process of discovery.

UK Theatrical Premiere
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THE GIG IS UP
Shannon Walsh / Canada, France / 2021
88 min / English, French, Mandarin with subtitles
Friday 20 August / 16:00 / Filmhouse 1
Tuesday 24 August / 18:00 / Filmhouse 2
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: PG / Contains scenes of protest
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

The convenience of modern life comes
at considerable hidden cost.
So much of contemporary reality is entirely dependent upon
an increasing number of heavily exploited workforces, from
Amazon to Uber. Canadian filmmaker Shannon Walsh pulls
back the curtain on the global gig economy, creating a complex
and compelling cinematic essay about the role of work within
modern tech-savvy societies. Pitting the ‘blue-sky’ thinking
of Silicon Valley against the harsh realities of wage slavery
and precarity at the coal-face of gig working, this is a vital and
probing account of the revolutions, going almost unnoticed,
within 21st century working environments.

UK Premiere
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LAURENT GARNIER:
OFF THE RECORD
Gabin Rivoire / UK, Belgium / 2020
89 min / English, French with subtitles
Saturday 21 August / 21:00 / Filmhouse 2
Tuesday 24 August / 15:30 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 15 / Contains strong language and drug references
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

The godfather of 1990s techno music in all his
charmingly foul-mouthed glory.
Prior to Laurent Garnier there was Chicago house music
and Detroit techno. Both these dance music styles rubbed
shoulders with each other on the UK club scene, but it was
Garnier who worked his particular brand of musical alchemy,
fusing them together. In the process, he became one of the first
globe-trotting superstar DJs and his club nights from London to
Tokyo were legend. Director Gabin Rivoire interviews the likes
of Jeff Mills, Carl Cox and The Blessed Madonna in a quest to
get to the core of what made Garnier such a musical pioneer.

Scottish Premiere
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PRINCE OF MUCK
Cindy Jansen / Netherlands, UK / 2021 / 77 min / English
Thursday 19 August / 18:00 / Filmhouse 1
Sunday 22 August / 15:00 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: PG
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

Supported by

It is difficult to change the habits of a lifetime.
Lawrence MacEwen has farmed the Isle of Muck since the late
1960s. With his family he has created a rural retreat, out of time
with the rapid transformations of the world around it. Revered
for his eco-conscious stewardship in the 1970s, Lawrence now
finds himself stubbornly battling to preserve the island for the
next generation. Dutch filmmaker Cindy Jansen captures a
uniquely cinematic portrait of a place and a person haunted by
the past and struggling to maintain their relevance for the future.

World Premiere
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RADIOGRAPH
OF A FAMILY
Firouzeh Khosrovani / Norway, Iran, Switzerland / 2020 /
82 min / French, Farsi with subtitles
Monday 23 August / 18:20 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 12A / Contains scenes of protest
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

A portrait of a marriage that neatly mirrors the
divided nature of an Iranian society in revolt.
Firouzeh Khosrovani’s deeply personal and beautifully
textured account of her parents’ marriage gives a window
upon Iran’s societal and political shifts across the last half a
century. Her mother Tayi and father Hossein spend the early
years of their marriage in Switzerland, where Hossein works
as a radiographer. However, Tayi’s more conservative nature
yearns to be back in Iran, a process that only becomes more
ardent when the Muslim activism she is involved in begins to
undermine the Shah’s regime. Accessing a rich archive of letters
and photographs, the film is a compelling tapestry of a difficult
marriage and a tumultuous period in history, that won the Best
Documentary award at IDFA in 2020.

UK Premiere
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REBEL DYKES
Harri Shanahan, Siân A. Williams / UK / 2021
92 min / English
Friday 20 August / 17:45 / Filmhouse 3
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 18 / Contains scenes of a sexual nature,
implied sexual violence, scenes of protest, depictions of
discrimination, strong language and drug references
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

Creating a community to change their world.
Combining political activism, bold sex positivity, and an
embrace of hedonism, the Rebel Dykes were a relatively
unknown underground London lesbian scene of the early
1980s. Charged with anarchic post-punk energy and a fanzine
aesthetic, Harri Shanahan and Siân Williams’ riotous oral history
brings an obscured world into vivid clarity. Dropping in on the
BDSM night Chain Reaction and pushing back against the ‘kink
shaming’ of some within feminist circles, the film is a richly
textured and nuanced archive of a forgotten moment and an
irrepressibly vital community.

Scottish Premiere
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WALK WITH
ANGELS
(SPACER Z
ANIOŁAMI)
Tomasz Wysokiński / Poland / 2021
84 min / English, African dialects with subtitles
Saturday 21 August / 18:00 / Filmhouse 2
Tuesday 24 August / 15:00 / Filmhouse 1
Price: £10.00 (£8.00 concs) / £5.00 under-25s
Certificate: 18 / Contains violence against children,
violent threat and depictions of racism
This film will be available on Filmhouse at Home
for 72hrs after the first public screening

A journey into the dark heart of South Africa’s
legacy of apartheid.
Jerry is a former child soldier who now helps families regain
their stolen children in the economically deprived townships
surrounding Johannesburg. Polish filmmaker Tomasz
Wysokiński resolutely trains the camera on Jerry as he
attempts to reunite a mother with her missing baby daughter.
What ensues is a labyrinthine pursuit of the truth that marries
the murky and malignant history of apartheid within the country,
with the relentlessly claustrophobic atmosphere of Lynne
Ramsay’s You Were Never Really Here.

UK Premiere
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DISCOVER YOUR FUTURE IN FILM.

EIFF Youth is our dedicated youth programme, designed by
and for 15–25-year-olds with a passion for film. This year we
have planned an exciting weekend of film screenings, careers
advice sessions and special events that will educate,
entertain and inspire.
We will be online, outside and on screen – we hope you can join us!
Highlights:
• New Visions Short Film Competition
• Free Outdoor Screenings at Film Fest in the City
• 21 21 21 – our pick of the ‘best of the fest’ from the 21st century
• Online How-To Guides to support your next steps in the
film industry
You can download the full schedule here.
We have also badged a selection of films in the main programme
as essential viewing for 15–25 year-olds, so look out for the
symbol throughout the brochure.
All EIFF Youth online events and outside screenings are FREE.
EIFF Youth is supported by:

All films showing in cinemas are £5 for under 25s,
with a free Young Persons Membership.
Keep up to date by following us on Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter (#EIFF YOUTH / @EIFFYouth / #yourfutureinfilm)
or check out www.edfilmfest.org.uk/eiffyouth

Actual Investors
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SCREENINGS
Want to know which films in the programme are right for you?
Look out for in the brochure, highlighting essential screenings
for 15–25 year-olds, selected by the EIFF Youth team.
Hunt for the Wilderpeople

OUTSIDE: FILM FEST IN THE CITY
Hunt for the Wilderpeople
Saturday 21 August / 17:00 / 12A
Mandibles

Amélie
Sunday 22 August / 20:00 / 15

ON SCREEN: AT FILMHOUSE

These events are FREE, but ticketed.

Laurent Garnier: Off The Record / See p53 for
screenings times / 15

ONLINE: INSTAGRAM WATCH PARTIES

Mandibles / See p29 for screenings times / 12A

Hearts Beat Loud / Brett Halley / 12A
Watch party on @eiffyouth Instagram,
Saturday 21 August / 20:00

Stop-Zemlia / See p35 for screenings times / 12A
The Deer King / See p23 for screenings times / 12A
Europa / See p24 for screenings times / 15

Screening as part of our 21 21 21 project

Les Diaboliques / Henri-Georges Cluzot / 12A
Watch party on @eiffyouth Instagram,
Sunday 22 August / 18:00

Our Shorts programmes can be found on p41. Access our full weekend schedule of free online events here.
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For eight years we have run the prestigious Student Critics
Programme, which offers free professional mentorships for
young film writers during the Festival. This year we have opened
the opportunity to all young people in the UK aged 18–25. We
have committed to making the programme more accessible
and inclusive by prioritising applications from people with
backgrounds under-represented in film journalism.
Re-named the EIFF Young Critics Programme, the project still
has the same dedicated aim – to find new voices and nurture
fresh talent – affirming the Festival’s continuing support for the
future of film criticism. Keep an eye out for our young critics’
reviews in the September edition of The Skinny and on the
EIFF website here: www.edfilmfest.org.uk/young-critics-2021
Supported by James and Morag Anderson.
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions, the EIFF Young
Critics Programme will be delivered online for 2021.

To mark the 21st year of the 21st century, our EIFF Youth team have dived into the
Festival’s archives to find the most compelling 21 films for younger audiences.
You can explore these recommendations from previous editions
of EIFF at your leisure, or join us for selected screenings throughout
the Festival at outdoor events, online watch parties and on screen
at Filmhouse or Filmhouse at Home.
2001 Amélie / Jean-Pierre Jeunet / 15
Film Fest in the City / Sunday 22 August / 20:00
Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s delightful and whimsical romantic-comedy
charmed audiences back in 2001 when it opened EIFF to much
acclaim. The film feels like a warm-hug, taking viewers on a
journey through the streets of Paris. 20 years after its first release,
Amélie still spreads happiness. It will screen at Film Fest in the City
as part of our EIFF Youth Weekender.

2003 Les Diaboliques / Georges Henry-Clouzot / 12A
Watch party on @eiffyouth Instagram / Sunday 22 August / 18:00
“One of the most terrifying films ever made,” claimed the team who
programmed Les Diaboliques as part of the EIFF Retrospective
strand in 2003. This French psychological horror thriller was made by
Henri-Georges Clouzot, who is regarded as the ‘French Hitchcock’.
It’s a dark, twisting tale of love and betrayal that will fill you with dread,
and thrill you with jump scares. Join us for our watch-along party on
Instagram – but remember to keep the light on!

Les Diaboliques
2004 Dear Frankie / Shauna Auerbach / 12
2005 Grizzly Man / Werner Herzog / 15
Amélie
2002 Morvern Callar / Lynne Ramsey / 15

2006 An Inconvenient Truth / Davis Guggenheim / U
2007 Once / John Carney / 15

2008 The Wave / Dennis Gansel / 15

2017 God’s Own Country / Francis Lee / 15

2009 The Hurtlocker / Kathryn Bigelow / 15

2018 Hearts Beat Loud / Brett Halley / 12A
Watch party on @eiffyouth Instagram / Saturday 21 August / 20:00
Record lovers – this one is for you! A feel-good movie featuring a great
soundtrack, we can’t recommend this film enough. Hearts Beat Loud
will leave you with a smile on your face and a desire to run to your
favourite record shop! We’ll be sharing our thoughts on the film on
Instagram for our watch-along party.

2010 Winter’s Bone / Debra Granik / 15
2011 Bob Marley – The Making of a Legend / Esther Anderson / 15
2012 Brave / Mark Andrews and Brenda Chapman / PG
2013 Frances Ha / Noah Baumbach / 15
2014 Snowpiercer / Bong Joon-Ho / 15
2015 Amy / Asif Kapadia / 15
2016 Hunt for the Wilderpeople / Taika Waititi / 12A
Film Fest in the City / Saturday 21 August / 17:00
A charming adventure comedy, it combines all the best elements of a
Taika Waititi film. Come along to Film Fest in the City to watch this
crowd pleaser! The film is wild, entertaining and adventure packed.
It even won EIFF’s Audience Award back in 2016!

Hearts Beat Loud
2019 The Biggest Little Farm / John Chester / PG
2020 Little Girl / Sébastien Lifshitz / PG

Hunt for the Wilderpeople

2021 Stop-Zemlia / Kateryna Gornostai / 12A
Sunday 22 August / 15:45 / Filmhouse 2
Sunday 22 August / 17:50 / Online – Filmhouse at Home
Tuesday 24 August / 18:30 / Filmhouse 3
One of our top picks from this year’s programme, this is an authentic
and engaging insight into the lives of a group of young Ukrainians as
they navigate the final days of school. Deserved winner of the Crystal
Bear award at the Berlin Film Festival.

OUTREACH
EIFF YOUTH TEAM

AT EIFF YOUTH HQ

Our HQ at the Cornerstone Centre is usually a bustling hub of
activity during the Festival. In 2019 over 1200 young film fans
attended and took part in exciting workshops, in-person events
and networking opportunities. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we
will be turning our base into a learning hub for 2021. We have
collaborated with groups of local young people and will be
delivering bespoke film making workshops especially for them
in a Covid-safe environment. Topics include scriptwriting, scene
building and live music scoring. Look out for highlights on our
social media channels over the weekend to see what they
all get up to!

IN SCHOOLS

We will be delivering a series of outreach film workshops in
the Autumn term for Edinburgh schools in partnership with
Into Film, and will be streaming our Media Day direct to
classrooms on Wednesday 22 September. For more
information, please contact education@cmi-scotland.co.uk.

EIFF Youth is co-designed with a group of young people
aged 15–25 from Edinburgh. They have worked with the
wider Festival team to select films for the programme,
shortlist submissions for the New Visions Short Film
Competition and our annual schools film competition, and
create the 21 21 21 archive project. They also contribute to
promotion and marketing campaigns to help connect the
Festival with younger audiences. During the Festival they
will host events and Q&As.

EIFF YOUTH TEAM FOR 2021:

Lucilla Luprano, Thomas Comber, Angelica Petherick,
Tanatsei Gambura, Jacob Gandy, Kyle Bruce and
Murray Kingsbury.

SCREEN EDUCATION EDINBURGH YOUTH JURY:
Isla Hunter, Laurie Campanile, Alice Garland,
Maisie Pirrie and Alexander Lennen.
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