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Application Guidelines for THE STORY WORKS
THE STORY WORKS: masterclasses on storytelling led by the best screenwriters and filmmakers in the world.

Information

The Story Works is an initiative that will take a small group of talented and experienced UK screenwriters and offer them a series of masterclasses with the best screenwriters and filmmakers in the world.

At its heart is a residential week at the Edinburgh International Film Festival in June 2010 during which participating writers will attend a series of closed story discussions with A-list screenwriters brought to Edinburgh specifically for this project.

In the same week participating writers will discuss their work in masterclasses with other high profile film professionals from around the world: an internationally acclaimed film editor, a director, a cinematographer, an actor and a film composer.

The selected writers will also be partnered with a high profile screenwriter mentor with whom they can discuss their work over the course of a year running April 2010 to March 2011. The Story Works will stage further meetings and lunches throughout the year so that writers and mentors can meet. Industry speakers and members of The Story Works advisory board will also be invited to attend.

The Story Works is run by story editor Kate Leys with the Edinburgh International Film Festival and with producers Finola Dwyer and Amanda Posey.

The Story Works is supported by an advisory board including Ronan Bennett, Christian Colson, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Tony Grisoni, Christine Langan, Kevin Loader, Cameron McCracken, Hannah McGill, Allon Reich, Tessa Ross, and Robyn Slovo.
Details

During the project participating writers will be invited to attend the following:

· Story masterclasses 11–15 June 2010 (inclusive).  These will take place during a residential workshop in or near Edinburgh.

· After the workshop writers will be given a 3 day delegate pass to the Edinburgh International Film Festival.  The Story Works will arrange additional local accommodation for this period.

· Mentor meetings.  Participating writers will be matched with a high profile screenwriter mentor with whom they can discuss their work.  The Story Works will arrange one-day events, lunches and/or meetings throughout the year to enable writers and mentors to meet.  Mentor meetings are planned for April 2010; July 2010; October 2010; January 2011; and March 2011.

Selection Process
· Ten writers will be selected to take part in The Story Works.

· All applicants are asked to submit a sample screenplay as an indication of their talent and skill.

· Selection will be based on talent and experience.

· Shortlisted applicants will be contacted early in 2010.

· Unsuccessful applicants will be informed as soon as possible.  The Story Works regrets that we will not be able to discuss the reasons that a writer is not selected; please bear in mind that we anticipate a very high volume of applications.

Application 

Who can apply

· Experienced screenwriters who have had a feature screenplay either optioned, commissioned or produced.

· Experienced television or radio drama writers who have had at least one show (series or single drama) commissioned or broadcast.

· Experienced creative writers (theatre, fiction etc) whose work has been staged or published.  These applicants must submit a sample feature film screenplay they have written.

· Experienced directors or other film practitioners who wish to transfer into screenwriting.  These applicants must have worked on a produced feature film or long form TV drama and must submit a sample feature film screenplay they have written.

What you need to send us

· Completed application form

· Completed equal opportunities monitoring form

· CV (including professional experience, achievements and awards)

· 2 letters of reference from film industry professionals

· Sample screenplay (2 A4 copies, UNBOUND & DOUBLESIDED)

· Some indication of a feature film story that you want to focus on during this project. Please submit a minimum of 2 sentences to describe it and a maximum of a completed draft screenplay that you plan to revise or rewrite. If sending a full draft screenplay please make sure the hard copy is A4 UNBOUND & DOUBLESIDED

Applications should be sent by post AND e-mail to:

The Story Works

c/o Edinburgh International Film Festival

88 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9BZ

Email entire application package to: thestoryworks@edfilmfest.org.uk

An acknowledgment of your application will be sent by email

All applications will be received in strict confidence.

Applications will not be accepted by fax.

Submitted scripts, application forms and other materials WILL NOT BE RETURNED. Unsuccessful applications and all materials will be disposed of safely and in confidence.

Deadline 

The application deadline is 5pm on Friday 18 December 2009.
Obligations
If selected the applicant agrees to include the credit "Developed with the assistance of The Story Works" and the Programme’s logo on all materials in connection with any future use of the script and in the credits of any film produced from the developed script.

FAQs

Why do I have to submit two stories with my application?

One is a sample completed screenplay, to demonstrate your talent and skill, to show us your writing voice and to indicate something about what kind of a screenwriter you are.

The other is the story you plan to work on during The Story Works.  You can send this to us in any format you have it in: if it exists as a full draft screenplay please send us a copy; if it exists as an outline then please send us that.  The minimum we will need is two sentences describing the story.

Can I include a showreel or a DVD as well as or instead of a sample script?

No.  This project is about screenwriters and screenwriting and we need to see your work on the page.

I work with a co-writer.  Can we apply together?

No.  Applications must be individual.  You are both eligible to apply but there is no guarantee that you will both be selected.

Can my agent apply on my behalf?

Yes, as long as s/he includes a signed declaration of your rights position (see application form).

I have a screenplay I'd like to work on during this project, but it's already in development with a producer or a financier.  How would this work?
The Story Works is happy to liaise with people who are involved in or have rights in your story idea/outline/screenplay and will ensure that any development discussions are carefully managed.  Your mentor will be a working screenwriter and will be sensitive to these issues.  The Story Works holds no rights in screenplays developed during the project.

Who will read my script?
All applications will be considered by Kate Leys and The Story Works team.  Decisions will be discussed within the team and with members of the advisory board.

Who will be giving the masterclasses?

We can’t confirm names at the moment but we are in discussion with a range of screenwriters and filmmakers and we will announce names as soon as we are able to.

Is there a difference between the screenwriters who give the masterclasses in Edinburgh in June and the screenwriters who will mentor the participants throughout the year?

The screenwriters and filmmakers who give the masterclasses in Edinburgh are likely to be international figures who will travel to the UK specifically for this project.  Mentoring is a continuing relationship and is complicated to manage internationally; the screenwriters we ask to mentor the participants are likely to be UK-based.

How will you appoint and allocate the script mentors who will work with participating writers throughout the year?

Very, very carefully.  A lot of thought will go into who they are and who they work with.

What are the dates of the residential workshops when the masterclasses are?  And what are the dates of the Edinburgh International Film Festival?

The masterclasses will take place 11-15 June 2010 (inclusive).  The Edinburgh International Film Festival runs 16-27 June 2010 (inclusive).

I have a family. Can The Story Works help with childcare costs during the residential workshops?

Yes. If you are selected we will discuss this with you.

Are there any restrictions on who can apply?

Applicants must be over 18 and have permanent UK residency. If you are selected we may require proof of residency.

For further information contact: thestoryworks@edfilmfest.org.uk
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THE STORY WORKS APPLICATION FORM




Application deadline: 5pm on Friday 18 December 2009
Please read the application guidelines before completing this form

	Name: 

	Address:      

	Town:      
	City:      

	County:      
	Postcode:      

	Telephone:      
	Mobile:      

	Email:      

	How did you hear about The Story Works?:      

	     


Please make sure that you send us the following:

· Completed application form

· Completed equal opportunities monitoring form

· CV (including professional experience, achievements and awards)

· 2 letters of reference from film industry professionals

· Sample screenplay (2 x A4 copies, UNBOUND & DOUBLESIDED)

· Some indication of a feature film story that you want to focus on during this project.  Please submit a minimum of 2 sentences to describe it and a maximum of a completed draft screenplay that you plan to revise or rewrite. If sending a full draft screenplay please make sure the hard copy is A4 UNBOUND & DOUBLESIDED

Rights Statement

· I confirm that I am the author or co-author (please clarify) of the sample script, title      .

· I confirm that I am the rights holder of the story or screenplay I have submitted in outline form.  If I am not the rights holder, I confirm that I have permission from the rights holder to submit and to develop the story.

· I have read and accept The Story Works Application Guidelines.

· I will sign The Story Works contract/agreement if selected.

     (date)


________________________(signature)

Please email AND post a copy of your application and all supporting documents and materials to:

The Story Works  c/o Edinburgh International Film Festival

88 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9BZ

Email: thestoryworks@edfilmfest.org.uk

No information submitted will be returned
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