
 

EIFF 2017: Youth Hub Filmmaking Competition  

 

Competition Guidelines : Everything you need to know! 
 

We’re delighted you’re thinking of taking take part in EIFF 2017’s Youth Hub Filmmaking Competition! 

Please read all the way through these guidelines before sending your Registration Form, so you know the 

ins and outs of what you can expect from the Competition and what we’ll be needing from you. This 

document includes:  

 

- An Introduction to the Competition  

- How to Enter  

- Competition Launch  

- Making Your Film 

- Submitting Your Film 

- What Happens Next  

- The Screening!  

 

………………………. 

 

The Competition  

 

The Wellcome Trust is a world-renowned charitable organisation which works to support scientists and 

researchers, take on big problems, fuel imaginations in relation to research and spark debate. We at 

EIFF have partnered with Wellcome Trust to challenge YOU to work in a small team to make a short 

film (5-10min long) inspired by solid scientific research.  

 

You will meet a special selection of researchers and receive mentoring from film industry professionals 

before going off to write, shoot and edit your short films - and you’ll only have ONE WEEK to do it.   

 

At the end of the week, you’ll submit your film. One week later, it will be up on the big screen at 

Cineworld, as part of EIFF 2017!  

 

In the week between submission and screening, a panel of judges - made up of researchers and film 

industry professionals - will watch your films and select those they think most effectively and creatively 

deal with the brief.  

 

The winners will be announced at the public screening. And, of course, there are PRIZES to be won!  

But we’ll be telling you more about those at the Launch...   

 

………………………. 



 

 

How to Enter   
 

Participation in the Youth Hub Filmmaking Competition is completely free. And you don’t need to have 

any previous experience of filmmaking! All are welcome. The only limitation is that you must be 

between the age of 15 and 25. 

 

1.  

You first need to fill in and send us your Registration Form. You can find this on our website, or you can 

email us at the address below and we’ll send you a copy.  

 

Since you will be working in a team to make your film, the registration form has space on it for up to 5 

team members. Please get everybody in your team to fill in their details, and send us your completed 

form by Friday 16th June.  

 

The minimum number of people you can have in a team is 3. But if you don’t have a team yet, you can 

still apply! If you apply as an individual, or with one friend, we will help team you up with others at the 

Launch Event.  

 

Send your completed Registration Form to Yasmin Al-Hadithi (Film Competition Coordinator) at: 

Education@edfilmfest.org.uk  

 

If you prefer, you can post your form to us at:  

Education and Learning, Filmhouse, 88 Lothian Road, Edinburgh, EH3 9BZ   

 

2.  

At EIFF, we like make sure all our activity is as inclusive as possible. So we would ask everyone in your 

team to complete an Equality & Diversity Monitoring Form. You can find this on our website and send 

completed copies to us at the same address (above), also by 16th June. All the information on these 

forms will be kept anonymous.  

 

3.  

We will need you all to sign and return a Contributor Release Form (which you can find on our 

website). This form is very important! Every person participating in the Competition will need to 

complete and sign this individually. If you are under the age of 16 you will need to also get a parent or 

legal guardian to sign the form.  

 

You can bring your signed form with you to the Launch Event, or you can email/post it to us:   

(Education@edfilmfest.org.uk / Education and Learning, Filmhouse, 88 Lothian Road, Edinburgh, EH3 

9BZ). But please make sure we receive it by 2pm on Saturday 17th June.  
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Once we’ve got all those forms from you, consider yourselves officially on-board! We’ll see you at the 

Launch…  

………………………. 

 

 

Competition Launch  
 

The Youth Hub Filmmaking Competition will officially kick off at our Launch Event:  
 
Competition Launch @ Youth Hub 
Sat 17th June / 2-4pm 
Lyceum Rehearsal Studio, 30b Grindlay Street, Edinburgh EH3 9AX 
 
At this event, scientific researchers will take turns giving you a taster of what they are working on. The 
researchers’ themes may include: pandemics and infectious diseases, neuroscience, climate change… 
You will have to come to the launch to find out more!  
 
There will also be presentations by Krysty Wilson-Cairns (screenwriter: The Good Nurse, All Men’s Dead) 
and Hope Dickson-Leach (writer/director: The Levelling), who will help you think about how best to 
begin your journey from fact to film.  
 
We’ll run through some tips filmmaking tips with you, so that you’re well prepared for the production 
process Remember, you will only have one week to complete your films, so you’re going to need to be 
focused and really well organised!  
 
After the presentations, you will split off into your teams. We’ll allocate a researcher to your team, and 
you can begin to plan your films! The researchers, writers and filmmakers will be present to help answer 
any questions you may have at this stage.  
 
We will also tell you more about the Competition Prizes. And then we let you go!  
 
Let the Countdown Begin… 
 

………………………. 

 

Making Your Film  

 

You will have ONE WEEK to write, shoot and edit your film. Your film must:  

 

- be between 5-10 minutes in length 

- have a maximum of 4 characters 

- be directly inspired by the specific research being carried out by the researcher we’ve have 

matched you with 

 



 

You can draw on any genre you like and which you feel is fitting to the theme… Or you can try 

something completely new and experimental! It’s entirely up to you.  

 

There are a few legal requirements you need to be aware of (and keep on top of!) during production:  

 

1. Location  

You will need to make sure that you have permission to film in any location(s) you choose for your 

shoot. To help you with this, we have written up a Location Release Form for you to use if/when you 

need.  

 

2. Contributors   

Anybody who you record in any way to be in your film (whether or not they appear on screen) is 

considered a ‘contributor’. You will need to get all your contributors’ permission to use their 

voice/image. To get their written consent, you can use the same Contributor Release Form that you 

filled in and signed to take part in this Competition.   

 

3. Music  

If you are going to have any music in your film, you need to make sure you aren’t infringing any 

copyright laws. The easiest way to do this is to compose the music for your film yourselves! But if you 

feel you must use something ready-made, and you’re sure that you can get it ‘cleared’ (get legal 

consent to use it) in time for the film submission date, then go ahead! You will need to get the consent 

of the composer(s) - or their legal representative - for any piece of music that is featured in your film. 

For this, you need them to sign a Music Release Form. We have prepared one of these for you as well.  

 

There may be instances when a piece of music in your film is incidental (so far in the ‘background’ that it 

is not in any way relating to the action in the film, or influencing the mood of the scene). In these 

instances, it may not be entirely necessary to get the written permission of the composer. If you have 

any questions about this, come to us and we can explain more!  

 

You will need to keep track of all the music in your film: when it appears, how long it lasts for, whether 

it is in the background or foreground, and who holds the rights to it. For this, we have prepared a Music 

Cue Sheet for you. There is a detailed explanation of how to fill this in on the document itself.  

 

You’ll find downloadable versions of all the forms and sheets mentioned here on our website. 

 

We will need copies of all your signed release forms for our records. Please submit these along with 

your film.  

 

If you have any questions about these forms, or anything else as regards getting your film made on 

time, don’t hesitate to ask! Just email the Competition Coordinator (Yasmin), or call her on: 

07852209471  



 

Submitting Your Film  

 

Your finished films must be submitted on: Sunday 25th June, by 5pm.  

 

There will be a Submissions Box at the Youth Hub (at Lyceum Rehearsal Studio, 30b Grindlay Street, 

Edinburgh EH3) where you will deliver:  

 

- Your completed film files on a USB flash drive or an external hard disk drive with USB 

connectivity. (You will get your drives back after the screening). Please read the Digital 

Delivery Requirements (below) very carefully. Make sure your drive is clearly marked with the 

name of your Film and the name/phone number of your Team Contact.  

 

- All relevant Release Forms (Location Release, Contributor Release, Music Release). Please 

make sure that your Contributor Release forms are in an envelope clearly labelled with the title 

of your film.  

 

- A copy of your Music Cue Sheet, if you used music in your film.  

 

Digital Delivery Requirements  

 

Please deliver your finished film to us in QuickTime format. (QuickTime is capable of handling various 
formats of digital video, picture and sound.)   
 
Most editing software will allow you to export your finished film as a QuickTime file. (QuickTime uses 
the .mov file extension). 
 
Within the QuickTime framework, please use one of the following codecs to encode the video: 
 
Apple ProRes 422 (HQ) 
H.264/MPEG-4 AVC 
H.262/MPEG-2 Part 2 
DV 
 
Please use one of the following frame rates: 
 
23.98, 24, 25, 29.97 
 
Audio should be exported uncompressed, ideally at 24-bit depth and 48kHz sample rate.  
 
We would also recommend that you: 
 

- shoot progressively when filming (e.g. 1080p)  
- avoid converting frame rates (e.g 29.97 to 25)  
- avoid scaling your film (keep it the same size it was shot at e.g. 1280x720)  



 

- avoid unnecessary compressing of files 
 
Copy your exported QuickTime file onto a USB flash drive or external hard disk (with USB connectivity) 
and hand it in the to us at the Youth Hub along with your forms, as detailed above.   
 
Now you can rest! Congratulations - you just made a short film!  
 

………………………. 

 

What Happens Next?  
 

As soon as we receive the finished films, they all go to the Competition Judges. The Judges’ Panel will 

be made up of the researchers who were at the Launch, plus at least one film industry professional.  

 

At the Competition Launch we will tell you a bit more about what the judges will be looking for, but the 

main Criteria will be:  

 

- Strength of Storytelling (including your use of filmic language to convey story/character/mood) 

- Incorporation of the relevant research  

- Imaginative interpretation of the brief  

 

The Panel will identify their three favourite films based on the Judgement Criteria and will allocate 1st, 

2nd and 3rd place to the lucky teams!  

 

………………………. 

 

The Screening!   
 

You heard about the research. You wrote your scripts. You shot and edited your film…  

 

Now it’s time for your big moment... It’s time to see your work on the BIG SCREEN at Edinburgh 

International Film Festival 2017.  

 

A public screening of all the finished films will take place on Sunday 2nd July, at Cineworld:  

Fountain Park, 130 Dundee St, Edinburgh EH11 1AF. (Time TBC).  

 

Invite your friends, invite your family… The screening will be Free, but Ticketed. 

 

The winning films will be announced and the prizes given out! We can’t wait.  

 

………………………. 

 



 

 

CONTACT US!  

 
If you have any questions, at any stage along the way, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  
 
You can reach Yasmin (EIFF Youth Hub Competition Coordinator) at:  
 
education@edfilmfest.org.uk // Or call her on: 07852209471 
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